Reserved Unto the

The religious world continues to struggle
attempting to fathom this Great Event.
“I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this,
how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed them that believed not… To execute judgment
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him… And the
angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,
He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto
the judgment of the great day.” (Jude 5, 15 & 6 KJV)

While being one of the foundational teachings
of the Christian Religion, few church attendees
have a clear awareness of its correct timing or
its placement in the overall scheme of things.
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Considerable misunderstanding accrues to a general lack of awareness of the meaning of
the term “judgment” as it appears in Scripture. Combined with that are many erroneous
presumptions as to the purpose and timing of what is referred to as “the Judgment”.
The majority of Christians are unaware that the term Judgment can and does also refer
to the period of evaluation that each ‘called’ individual undergoes, prior to their Eternal
Destiny being established. So there is a need to make a distinction when the same term
is used in reference to the point in time when their Sentence is to be imposed.
Evaluative Judgment is an ongoing process throughout each person’s lifetime, with their
Destiny being finalized upon their decease. Further, it’s also important to realize that
“Judgment” doesn’t always carry a negative connotation. The verdict can go either way.
It’s also important to realize that there is more than ONE period of Judgment to be
extended to all of humanity. It should be evident that not ALL are being called at this
time. Those who ARE called of the Father (John 6:44) are undergoing or have undergone
Evaluative Judgment during their lifetime, but the vast majority alive, along with all who
ever lived, are reserved to that “whosoever wills” period spoken of by Christ a chapter
later, and in context of a season later. (John 7:37-38 & Rev. 22:17)
It is also essential to recognize that even though a person’s Destiny is determined, their
due assignment to that fate, be it a good assignment or to a deserved condemnation,
their “reward” isn’t realized (in other words, they don’t actually receive it) until a
particular set point in time. That point is what is referred to as “the Judgment”. This is a
clear Biblical teaching, though one not commonly held in most ‘Orthodox’ Denominations.
It is the common teaching that each person goes to their ‘eternal reward’ immediately at
death. This long-standing belief system has shaped the understanding of many believers,
and has set the boundaries of what so many presently will accept. The Bible on the
other hand makes it abundantly clear that each individual will be assigned their due
reward at a particular point in time, NOT on an ongoing basis as each person dies. In
the case of converted Christians, it will be at the Second Coming. In the case of those
not called presently, they await their evaluative phase, followed by their Final Sentencing
Event as described in Matthew 25:31-46 and Revelation 14:14-20.
It is also unmistakable from these references that the assignment of any reward involves
a resurrection from the dead. This fact alone should bring into question all those posed
scenarios of religious teachings of nearly every persuasion.
What Judgment Seat do those in the first resurrection stand before? (This is NOT the
sheep-from-the-goats event.) What is the Great White Throne Judgment? What and
when is the White Cloud Harvest? Each of these are separate events. The following
chapters will address each event in detail.
The essential question is, WHEN exactly does THE Final Sentencing Event take place?
While there is much confusion among the various denominations on this question,
Scripture is abundantly clear. This is the ultimate issue addressed in this booklet.
Rich Traver
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Chapter One



The prospect of being Judged by God presents a Major Dread to most individuals.
For one thing, there’ll be no excuses allowed to misrepresent anyone’s true situation.
But, understanding When, How and Why such Judgment is to be entered into,
could render the process less formidable for most.

The certainty of our life’s record being Judged by
God raises major anxieties with most people.
That anxiety is heightened when a person knows
he or she has made no real effort to reconcile
themselves to God’s Standards. Even those who
don’t believe there is a God usually remain somewhat apprehensive as to their after-life situation,
knowing full well their deeds at times were seen
as evil, even by their peers.

life; we know that his situation can change in
time. For instance, a repentant person can ‘backslide’, to use a common religious expression. So
while he may be absolved of guilt at one point, he
may revert to a condemned state later in life.
What is obvious with this consideration is that
there are factors which must be evaluated with
each individual. And, further, that there is no
point in time when a person is justly assigned to
their ‘eternal destiny’ prior to the ends of their
lives, and when all the ‘evidence’ has been
factored-in.

Such concerns prompt some to ‘make amends’ by
doing some ‘good deeds’ so as to possibly lessen
their culpability before God, in the event there
just might be one.

What we should be able to see at this point is that
there is an ‘evaluative phase’ of Judgment. It is
not only condemnation.

Not Really a Question
Of those who DO believe, there is with them an
absolute certainty that we will ALL come under
Judgment for our deeds and life choices. The
Apostle Paul made it clear, on good authority,
that we shall all stand before the Judgment Seat
of Christ and give account for ourselves.

Evaluation vs Condemnation
When considering those passages which refer to
God’s Judgment, we need to be careful to notice
just what aspect of the process is being discussed.

Two Phases of Judgment

A notable example is the passage by the Apostle
Peter which explains that the Saints are at present
under Judgment. “For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if
it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them
that obey not the gospel of God?” (1st Pet. 4:17).
This explains something that we should be aware
of. In fact, two things. First, that the ‘house of
God’ is being ‘judged’ at the present time, but
also that the general public is not undergoing the
same scrutiny at this time as His Saints (and
prospective children) are undergoing.

What is left out of the picture when considering
the matter of God’s Judgment is the matter of the
consideration of ‘evidence’. While we know that
a person is not condemned from the onset of his

What are we to make of that? Is it a matter of
them being condemned or is it a matter of the
Saints being evaluated, with their appropriate
sentence being determined after a time?

But what is NOT fully and correctly understood
are the processes that Judgment involves. The
word translated as “judgment” is most often
regarded in its negative application, as though it
only refers to condemnation. Luminaries such as
John Calvin set the tone in that regard centuries
ago. But, was that accurate? The Judgment of
God is NOT automatic condemnation. That is a
matter we need to consider, if we are to understand what is going on with this.

-1-

spoken of in so many places. “Blessed and holy
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power, (these are
exempted from the Final sentencing Event where
such a punishment is imposed) but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with
him a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6) And; “Verily
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word,
and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” John
5:24. Jesus’ words there in John 5 indicate that a
believer is exempted from the Final Sentencing
Event, which we know as “The Judgment”. They
are already assigned to being raised immortal, in
Spirit bodies, at the Second Coming, which
precedes that Judgment Seat, where the rest of
humanity must stand before the Judgment Seat of
Christ in order for their eternal destiny to be
assigned! That being the Sentencing Event.

Not All are Being Evaluated
Another profound point of Peter’s statement is
that only a certain ‘called-out’ few are undergoing the kind of ‘judgment’ that will result in
their being brought into the Family of God from
this present generation. While these are assigned
a place in the ecclesia by the fact of their being
‘called of the Father’, 1 their final situation is not
fully determined until their life experiences are
completed. In other words, their present phase of
judgment is for them that ‘evaluative phase’, not
in any way a condemned status.
Now, this considers the ecclesia, but what of the
rest of humanity? Is the world in general also
‘under judgment’, or are they to become so at
some later point? While we can realize from
John 3:18 that: “He that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that believeth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
This passage suggests a person who has heard the
Truth and has dismissed it is regarded as in a
‘self-condemned’ state so long as they remain so,
but what of those who never heard, who never
HAD an opportunity to know the Truth?

The Key Consideration
It is this distinction that exists between the two
phases of Judgment which is first evaluation and
the later phase which is the sentencing event that
we must define in our minds before we can
correctly understand what a particular passage is
referring to.

But also we need to realize that a Believer’s noncondemned state is not final by any stretch until
their life experience is all ‘in the can’ as they say:
with their full and final record of conduct in.
That’s where the evaluation phase applies.

But when do the rest – those who never had the
opportunity to be called – have their all-important
opportunity? When are they evaluated? If they
never had a chance (such as with infants and
younger children and those who never were
evangelized, and those who lived and died before
the time of Christ), what of them? Can a
righteous God impose lethal sentences on them
rightly and justly?
How can someone be
accountable for their ‘disbelief’ or ‘disobedience’
when they never heard?

Still, What of the Rest?
This topic now logically leads us into consideration of the obvious question. Where does the rest
of humanity stand with regard to their
‘judgment’? Is this their time also? If so, why
would Peter have made the distinction that he
did? He obviously wasn’t talking about the
‘house of God’ being ‘judged’ in a condemned
state. They are being evaluated for inclusion in
the Family of God by trials, tests, dedication and
Spirit-led accomplishment. With a successful
completion of their lives, they are specifically
pre-exempted from the final sentencing event
1

The message to the founding generation of the
millennial age, found in Revelation 14:6-7, speaks
to this question. “And I saw another angel fly in
the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and
give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is

John 6:44

2

come: and worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

evaluative judgment on those who live during that
time. The time for this being primarily the postmillennial (second resurrection) era. If the rest of
the dead are going to stand before God, it has to
be after they are raised again from the dead.
They are alive at this point!

Here in this passage we are forced to consider this
period of judgment as ‘evaluative’ by the simple
fact that they are commanded to worship their
Creator. If this was their sentencing event, what
need or what purpose would there be for them to
do so? To what end would the condemned begin
worshipping the True God if their sentence was
already determined?
And WHO would be
monitoring them for compliance?

The actual Sentencing Event is described rather
graphically in Revelation 14. It presents the scene
of the White Cloud Harvest, (which concludes the
White Throne Judgment period) which is more
fully represented in later chapters: “The 14th
Chapter of Revelation” [Chapter 6] and “The
Final Judgment Event” [Chapter 10].

That conclusion is further supported by the
narrative in Revelation 20: “But the rest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished…” and after they are raised… “And
I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.2
(to hide?) And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened:
and another book was opened, which is the book
of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according
to their works.” (verses 5, 11 & 12) What would
be the purpose of ‘the books’ (‘biblos’, the Bible)
being opened to their understanding, and what
would be the purpose of opening the ‘Book of
Life’ knowing that all true Saints had been raised
immortal 1000 years before? It must be for the
purpose of ADDING more names into it. The
rest of those verses support that being the case.

Another Judgment Period
It is here posed that this is when the rest of
humanity, including those referred to as ‘the rest
of the dead’ in Revelation 20:5, are provided the
opportunity to come under evaluative judgment
as the Saints of this present generation are undergoing. Those who live and die during the
millennial age will realize their opportunity in
that timeframe, and those resurrected after the
millennium will live again with their understanding opened as it never had been 3 with their
opportunity for salvation being provided at that
time. As they say, the ‘jury’ is still out on all of
these ‘others’ as to their final situation.
So, at this point, we should realize that only the
ecclesia, those called of the Father, are actually
undergoing judgment (being evaluated) at this
point. Those who are not being called in this age
are destined for a later calling. Those who are
called, and who fail to ‘work the program’ when
given the opportunity, will be condemned, but
whose sentence will be carried out under the
Final Sentencing at the “Judgment of the Great
Day” spoken of by Jude 6. Like with the angels
that sinned, their condemnation is determined, but
the carrying out of the sentence is reserved until
the Judgment of the Great Day.


The second ‘opening’ of the Book of Life
presents a profound consideration if not for the
purpose of entering more names into it.
What IS the “White Throne Judgment”?
Also it should be pointed out that the White
Throne Judgment is not the time of sentencing,
which is a common take, but rather it’s the era of
2

This passage poses some curious considerations. Who is
the “them”? Is it the physical heaven and earth, or is it the
people? If the people, it could indicate that there is no
place where they can rightfully and justly be sentenced,
considering the fact that they haven’t experienced their
evaluative judgment at this point. Or, could it suggest that
there is no place for the people to hide themselves from the
face of God.

3

There are those specifically blinded, some by Satan and
others by God! (2nd Corinthians 3:14; 2nd Corinthians 4:4;
Romans 11:7-8; John 12:40).

3



Chapter Two



While Possessing a Unique Understanding of the Timing, Number and Purposes of
the Resurrections of All Mankind, the Churches of God in this Era remain Reluctant
to do Due Diligence with Regard to fully explaining one Important Aspect.

In my many decades in God’s Church, I have
greatly appreciated the levels of understanding
we have enjoyed on a wide variety of key Biblical
subjects. But, there is one area that has remained
unanswered (some say ‘unanswerable’) that I find
curious. Not only is it that we don’t seem to
know, but that so many shrink back from working
to provide an answer.

are three resurrections, shouldn’t we be able to
explain all of the considerations? Shouldn’t we
also be able to explain how each will play out?
The Questions are These:
Q-1) How long will the physical inhabitants of
the millennial age live? (There seems to be a
problem with the idea that they will die at the
ends of normal life-spans, as peoples do now.)

Clear on Some Things

Q-2) When will those converted during the
millennial age (and the age which follows it)
become Spirit Beings, as did the ‘firstfruits’ who
were raised before them in the first resurrection?

While we teach with conviction that there are
three general resurrections that will raise the dead
to their ultimate judgments, some to ‘Life’ and
some to complete and everlasting ‘Death’, there
remains this area which few, if any, have dared to
explain with any real specificity.

These questions are not complicated, but seem to
present considerations that so many are not able
to confidently answer.

More than an inability or an unwillingness to
address and answer the obvious questions, I find
it especially curious that people who ought to
know are reluctant to present any kind of answer.
Some back away, claiming not to know (and I
have encountered prominent ministers who freely
admit to not having an answer to this question)
but I find others who tend to recoil when a
possible answer is posed. And why?

Frozen at a Point in Time?
One possibility that seems to factor into this
matter is that some are unwilling to go beyond
what they were taught in their AC or WCG
training. Somehow, to have an answer that they
were not specifically given under their spiritual
upbringing leaves them afraid or at least
insufficiently confident to wrap their minds
around a viable answer.

I would tend to take the approach that our best
explanation should be considered, and presented
as the best we can do, until some better answer
comes along. I find it a little strange that there
are people who will not consider a possible
explanation, even when one is posed to them.
They recoil, seemingly afraid to consider an
answer, as though it would be heretical to do so.
All the while, admitting that there’s something
we don’t know!

I for one do not take the position that ‘all things’
were taught to us fully in our WCG past. There
was an excellent foundation laid, but that
foundation was not the entire structure, nor was it
really meant to be. We are supposed to grow in
grace and knowledge: And we’re to do that that
continually. To stop when graduating, whenever
that graduation event was, leaves us short of
where we ought to be, developmentally.

If we are going to teach unequivocally that there
4

The thing is, we have overlooked what they tell
us to some degree, based on our first ideas, which
form the mental blocks built-into our theological
structure early on.

Obstacles to Further Understanding
There are some mental blocks, that we ourselves
erected, which account for the areas we can’t yet
cognitively explain. They are:

Millennial Longevity

MB-1) That converted people will not actually
die during the millennium, (on what basis would
we conclude that?)

First, to the matter of longevity of peoples who
live as physical beings in the millennial age.
There are two passages that are familiar to us.
They are: Isaiah 65:20 and Revelation 14:13.
We have long posed the Isaiah passage as
applying to the second resurrection era, which is
incorrect. We used this single reference to
establish that the second resurrection era is 100years long. Reading more perceptively, it is
apparent that this refers to the millennial age, not
the post-millennial! Just the statement regarding
them of “bringing forth children” (in verse 23)
should reveal the error. Resurrected peoples
(those who come up in the second resurrection)
will not be bearing children. No, rather, this
passage (verses 17 – 25) describes conditions
during the millennium, which presents 100-years
as being an optimum lifespan then. (That’s
somewhat the case today – though it wasn’t when
written.) Verse 20 tells us plainly that BOTH the
‘child’ and the ‘sinner’ WILL DIE. (The ‘child’
being the child of Christ and His Bride – as
opposed to the sinner, the person still
unconverted after all that time). This passage
tells us plainly that the peoples living during the
millennium (those who survive thru the
Tribulation and their descendants in subsequent
generations) will live and die just as people do
today, but with longer natural lives. (Applying
all the laws of health, why would they not live to
a full age?)

MB-2) That the third resurrection will involve
the wicked only. (From what evidence do we
conclude this?)
Under those parameters, we’re left to speculate
some ‘interesting’ things. I heard it posed by a
well-known travelling evangelist in 1980, that
those who become converted during the millennium will not die, but will be ‘translated into’ the
Family as Spirit Beings “…as they qualify”. That
idea is more than profoundly curious.
It’s more than Biblical also. But it is the logical
deduction when holding to the #2 mental block
given above.
From what scripture do we
determine that the third resurrection involves the
‘wicked only’? In my experience, I find that this
was an explanation given early in the modern
Church’s doctrinal history, and few have dared to
pose anything different. That fear remains even
yet, it seems, and may account for the general
aversion to any effort to answer these questions:
How long will millennial generations live and
when will they be made spirit?
Is Scripture REALLY Silent?
Perhaps the underlying perception that drives
peoples’ reactions is the idea that the Bible says
nothing about the matter, that there is an absence
of specifics, so we shouldn’t fill-in the blanks
with speculation. Then, those same people, many
of them, go on to speculate, but in ways that
preserve the two faulty mental blocks that have
no basis other than deduction (another word for
speculation).

Another scripture that addresses the first question
is found in Revelation 14. When we allow this
chapter to say what it so plainly says, it confirms
what Isaiah 65 says. Notice: Revelation 14 is
both chronologically and topically integral.
The chapter presents the matter of ‘the harvests of
the world’. When we realize that, and when we
allow it to say what it says, it adds considerable
clarity. The first 5 verses refer to the 144,000
(the firstfruits of Israel) who come up in the first
resurrection, who are the first harvest. Verses 14

The question is, Are there any scriptures that
address these questions? Do any address these
matters definitively? I pose to you that there are,
and that we shouldn’t reject what they tell us.
They are not obscure or unfamiliar passages.
5

to 20 refer to the second greater harvest. But the
verses in between, (6-13), speak to the survivors
of the Great Tribulation. Angels deliver three
messages to the physical survivors, the founding
generation of the millennium, then once delivered,
John is instructed to write, “And I heard a voice
from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth:
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them.”

everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt.” Here Daniel describes a
resurrection where the righteous and wicked are
raised concurrently. Is there to be such an event?
Under our old mindset, some are inclined to
answer, NO! Let’s let Jesus Christ address the
question more specifically.
In Matthew 25: 31-46, He relates an end-time
event where a massive group is ‘brought-up’
together. We know this passage as the ‘sheepfrom-the-goats’ gathering. Christ said: “When the
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the
throne of his glory: And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall separate them
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats: And he shall set the sheep
on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then
shall the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world: For I was an hungred, and ye gave
me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I
was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in
prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we
thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and
gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger,
and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came
unto thee? And the King shall answer and say
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall he
say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred,
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye
gave me no drink: I was a stranger, and ye took
me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick,
and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we
thee an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister
unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to
one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And

What this verse tells us is that ‘commandmentkeepers’ (previous verse), the converted from that
era, will live and die just as people do today.
They will ‘rest from their labors’ in the grave,
their ‘works’ will not be forgotten, and they will
rise in the ‘Resurrection of the Just’ in their
appropriate season. And, what resurrection might
that be? That leads us into the next question.
Now that we have at least two corroborating clear
scriptures that tell us the righteous (and wicked)
both die during the millennial age, why would we
deduce otherwise? Why would we reject the
idea? Think what kind of ‘miracle’ it would take
to alter normalcy to where people do not die
throughout the 1000 years. (Then again, no one I
know of is posing that the wicked of the
millennial generation will not die!)
Death During the Millennium
And, Revelation 14:13 leads us into the other
question. What happens to those who die during
the millennial age who have become converted?
In which resurrection do they rise for sentencing
to Eternal Life? When are they made Spirit?
Here again, we have multiple scriptures that are
clear once we establish that the righteous from
the millennial age DO ‘die in the Lord’ and await
their resurrection, in the grave, just as the
righteous do now!
We will consider three corroborating passages
that answer our second question. They are Daniel
12, Matthew 25 and Revelation 14, (and in a postnote, Matthew 13). (We should also include John
5:28-29)
Daniel 12: 2 says this: “And many of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
6

these shall go away into everlasting punishment:
but the righteous into life eternal. Here in this
passage we see both the righteous and wicked
raised-up together and segregated from among
each another. Which resurrection will that be? It
can’t be the second as that one provides a first
opportunity only to those who died unconverted,
who never had an opportunity for salvation. It
can’t be the first, as the first raises only the
righteous to an immortal Spirit-Life existence.

breaks both the chronological integrity of the
chapter AND it’s topical integrity. When we let
the narrative say what it says, we recognize it is
referring to the ‘harvest’ of a, by now, fullyripened population. This is describing the second
harvest, NOT any battle situation. There is no
battle action described, nor are the instruments
employed war instruments. Sickles are harvest
instruments. That’s what this chapter represents!
Where this passage is insightful is in its graphic
corroboration of Matthew 25. In this place also,
we see a separation of persons being harvested
into two different destinies. First (as in Matthew
25) are harvested the righteous. We see them
described in verses 14-16. Here, the Son of Man
(referring to Christ) harvests sitting upon the
‘white cloud’ those destined for Life and His
Kingdom. (These being added into the Family
are added to those who were already harvested
into the Family of God more than 1000-years
prior in the first resurrection.)

Let’s consider another extremely insightful
passage that addresses the matter even more
graphically.
In the latter third of Revelation 14, verses 14 –
20, we read this: “And I looked, and behold a
white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto
the Son of man, having on his head a golden
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out of the temple, crying with
a loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust
in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for
thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.
And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on
the earth; and the earth was reaped.

Christ Delegates This Sad Duty
But the Son of Man turns away from the others
being harvested to Wrath. That task is assigned
to ‘angels’. (verses 17-20). They harvest the fully
ripened vintage (as it’s determined that humanity
couldn’t become any more fully ripened – no
amount of time allowed to the remaining
humanity would make any difference). These
assigned to Wrath pay the penalty for their sins
with their own blood. This involves all of the rest
of humanity, all the unconverted, of all time, (not
just the Beast’s Army as some suggest)! This
vast number of people accounts for the massive
blood-flow that extends for 200 miles! (A furlong
is one-eighth mile!)

A Second Phase of this Harvest
“And another angel came out of the temple which
is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And
another angel came out from the altar, which had
power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him
that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of
the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. And the
angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the
great winepress of the wrath of God. And the
winepress was trodden without the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, even unto the
horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six
hundred furlongs.” Now, it’s that final verse that
has thrown off many a Commentary and, as a
result, many a sincere Bible student. This verse is
typically identified with the Battle of
Armageddon, which distorts the chronological
context of the whole chapter. The Battle of
Armageddon occurs back around the time of the
first resurrection, so assigning it to that event

In Conclusion
So, in these many passages we see an event
where the wicked and righteous are brought back
to life, together, still physical. They’re separated,
and then are sentenced to their appropriate
destinies. We do, in fact, have a clear and
definitive answer to the second question also. We
can know exactly when the righteous from the
millennial and post-millennial ages (aka the
second resurrection era) are made Spirit and
7

brought into the Family of the Righteous. The
third resurrection will include BOTH the
righteous and the unrighteous. It is both logical
and Biblically viable.

glorified state, but will do so after the Final
Sentencing, in the kingdom of the Father, which
we know will succeed the millennial kingdom of
the Son! (1st Cor. 15:24-28)
If this assessment of Christ’s own words is
correct, then we have positive proof as to the
timing of the glorification of these later-era
Saints. It is placed in relative proximity to the
time of Final Sentencing of all the rest of
humanity. The saints converted during the
millennium and after it will live and die normal
lives, just as we do today, and will wait in their
graves for the third resurrection, to stand with
those still living (previously raised in the second)
for Final Sentencing. Righteous and wicked alike
will rise in the third resurrection, and be assigned
to their proper Destiny, either to Eternal Life or to
the Second Death.

--------------------- Post-note -------------------In corresponding with another person on this
matter, another insightful scripture came to my
awareness. It is one we should also consider. It
is Christ’s own words, found in Matthew 13:4143. “The Son of man shall send forth his angels,
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend, and them which do iniquity;
And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear,
let him hear.”

In these words of Christ, we have an answer to
the question of WHEN those converted postAdvent will be brought into the Family of God as
Spirit Beings.
They will NOT live in the
kingdom of the Son in glorified form, but will
begin to do so as the Kingdom of the Son is
turned over to the Father once the Final Judgment
(the Sentencing Event) is completed and the
Father’s Kingdom is brought to earth, as we read
in Revelation 22 and 1st Corinthians 15:24-28.

What is essential for us to consider first is the
timing of this event. It is something carried out
by His angels, NOT He Himself! Secondly, it is
the time of the assignment of the incorrigibly
wicked to the Lake of Fire, which we know does
not occur until the time of Final Sentencing after
the second resurrection era is completed. (This
explanation on Christ’s part is fully consistent
with His narrations in Matthew 25:31-46 AND
Revelation 14:14-20.)

Why should this matter remain a question any
longer?


But, most interesting is the explanation of when:
“Then…” (after the second death is administered
upon the wicked)… “Then shall the righteous
shine forth…but notice also …in the kingdom of
their Father”! This tells us WHEN those who
are converted during the millennial age and the
post-millennial age (the second resurrection era)
are to exhibit their glorified state. It is only at or
just AFTER Final Sentencing. Notice also, they
shine as the sun “…in the kingdom of their
Father”. Is this wording telling us that they will
not be ‘glorified’ (made spirit) until after the
Final Sentencing event? AND, their glorification
will be evident in the Kingdom of their Father,
NOT the millennial kingdom of the Son! (Col.
1:13) In other words, those Saints, converted
after the Second Coming, will not be glorified,
and live in the kingdom of the Son in their

For additional information on this important
subject, request my exhaustive booklet:
“Understanding the Resurrections of the Dead
and Eternal Judgment”
Rich Traver: golden.sheaves@hotmail.com
P. O. Box 1411, Clifton, CO 81520
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Chapter Three



Hand in Glove with the Predestination Teaching is the Belief that THIS is the ONLY
Day of Salvation. Anyone Not ‘Saved’ TODAY Should Anticipate Spending Eternity
in an Ever Burning HELL ! ? Is That Perception TRUE?

Compassionate Christians of all ages have to some
degree been self-traumatized by the thought that
their loved ones, family, friends, work associates
or neighbors, face a dire future, due to their
disinterest in becoming ‘saved’ ( at least as the
concerned believer conceives of it ) at this present
time. Yet, so many haven’t given the matter even
a passing thought. In fact, if we think about it, the
overwhelming majority don’t know, and couldn’t
care less. What ups the anxiety level is the
widespread conviction in modern religious
society, that a person’s only opportunity for
salvation is this present day, sometime before they
die at least.

world, both now and back when the transportation
or communication methods we have today didn’t
yet exist, who never had a chance to even hear of
there being a God (other than a concept of one
their own societies may have invented) and any
plan of Salvation. Also, there are vast millions
who lived before the time of Christ, who had no
means of salvation, as there is no salvation in any
other.7 Need we mention children who’ve died
young? Where do these all stand?
Clearly, uncountable millions lived and died prior
to the time of Christ without awareness of any need
to, or obligation to, personally respond to any call
to repentance or to become converted. In fact,
scriptures plainly reveal that only a few are called
of God, even in these, the best of days. For proof
of that, just look around. It was Jesus’ emphatic
assertion that no man CAN come to the God of
Salvation unless specifically drawn of the Father.
“And he said, Therefore said I unto you, that no
man can come unto me, except it were given unto
him of my Father.” (John 6:65) This reinforcing
the prior statement, that “No man can come to me,
except the Father which hath sent me draw him:”
(John 6:44)

Now, that poses a serious question, once we
realize that no-one CAN come to the Son, unless
drawn by the Father. 4 Further, that there are so
many in society not called, not due to any
perceivable fault of their own. Many in this
present era are kept under a veil, lest they come
to a correct understanding.5 At least, that seems to
be what we read in places such as 2nd Corinthians
3:13-16. We have Christ speaking to the general
public in parables, 6 wording it in such a way, that
though hearing, they wouldn’t really comprehend
in any real depth and come to an effective
understanding.

Harden Not Your Hearts
This admonition in Hebrews 4, verses 1 and 6
explains: “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise
being left us of entering into his rest, any of you
should seem to come short of it… Seeing therefore
it remaineth that some must enter therein, and
they to whom it was first preached entered not in
because of unbelief:” This illustrates that even
those to whom the words of salvation were first
proclaimed did not have the means to respond in

It would seem to us, that IF God was intent on
saving as many as possible in this present age,
He surely is employing poor technique!
Chance, What Chance?
Then, there are all those in remote parts of the
4

John 6:44 & 65, Acts 2:39, John 10:27-29

5

2nd Corinthians 3:14-16
Matthew 13:10-15 (Isaiah 6:9) Acts 28:23-28

6

7
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Acts 4:12

an adequate manner. The prime ingredient, the gift
of Gods’ Spirit, necessary for building effective
Faith, was not yet available to these whom we
would regard as prime candidates for salvation at
the time! Romans 11:32 speaks of Israel’s spiritual
condition: “For God hath concluded them all in
unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.” If
God placed even the informed into a state of
‘unbelief’, then what of the rest of humanity?
Verses 7 and 8 of the same chapter in Romans 11
state: “What then? Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded (According
as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears
that they should not hear;) unto this day.” Even
those who sought for salvation, and who had in
their possession the oracles of God, did not
ultimately attain to what they pursued.

situation. Verses 25 to 27 of the same chapter
explain, “For I would not, brethren, that ye should
be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is
happened to Israel, until the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be
saved: as it is written, There shall come out of
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant
unto them, when I shall take away their sins.”
This reveals something we should all understand,
not being smug about our own election. That the
condition of blindness is temporary, that all Israel
shall be saved, and that God will take away their
sins! What we need to consider is that most of
these peoples are presently dead in their graves!
It’s here that we are forced to factor into our thinking, the resurrection from the dead. And we can
identify the time for that from places such as
Revelation 20:5-12. There is a resurrection
occurring after the 1000 years. This one for ‘the
rest of the dead’, whose names weren’t in the
Book of Life at the time of Christ’s return. What
we also need to consider is what becomes of those
who are converted during the Millennium. With a
thousand years of open availability of Gods’
Spirit, with Satan under restraint, how many will
become converted?

Only a very few, these referred to as ‘the election’
(a word which poses an interesting consideration),
attained salvation, even in the Christian era, but
the overwhelming majority, even those who were
‘evangelized’, are held in a state of unbelief for a
particular reason!
Understanding Withheld!
So, we’re faced with an uncomfortable fact, one
that theologians have struggled with through much
of the Christian era. That the majority haven’t
been converted in their lifetimes. And, IF we read
the scriptures correctly, the best informed nation,
those with the greatest chance of understanding,
were blanked from understanding by God. A
condition which persisted into the late first century
(when the above words were written) and which
apparently remains the case to the present day!

Whether we regard the present Day of Salvation as
being continuous on into the post-Advent era, or
whether we regard the Millennial Age and the second resurrection period following it being another
distinct and separate Day of Salvation, we are left
with the same conclusion. That these vast
numbers, most of whom are presently deceased,
will see a day in which salvation will be opened to
them. Traditional religianity poses no provision
for this!

But it’s the line in Romans 11:32 that reveals
something profound. It says God concluded them
in unbelief, “that he might have mercy upon all.”
How can we interpret this situation as being
‘merciful’? In what way is it merciful that great
numbers went to their graves, ‘all concluded in
unbelief’ and patently unconverted, still in their
sins? (No matter how religious they were.) Another
relevant passage offers more insight into this

Where present day theology made its mistake was
with the common presumption that the opportunity
period ENDS with Christ’s return, where, if we
read with understanding, and with awareness, of
the outline of God’s Master Plan, as presented in
the ‘shadow of things to come’ (outline of future
events) mentioned in Colossians 2:17, (referring to
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Gods’ seven annual Holy Days), we would realize
that Christ’s return doesn’t end the opportunity for
salvation, but rather opens it in a way humanity
has never before seen. That age, even extending
into the post-Millennial era, described in explicit
detail in Ezekiel 37, will provide access to Gods’
Spirit without its present limit. As to Israel,
restored to life and reunited nationally, He will put
His Spirit within them unilaterally. (Ezek. 37:1314) This following the age in which ‘whosoever
will’ may come. (Revelation 22:17 and compare John
37:7-8)

Judgment, or whether we regard there being two,
with this present day ending and the next
beginning at Christ’s return, it effectively matters
little. What is essential is the realization that the
availability of Gods’ Spirit extends through the
Millennial Age and through the Last Great Day.
After all, it was in reference to the Last Great Day
that Christ’s declaration of open availability of His
Spirit was made. (John 7:37) (See my article titled
“Whosoever Will May Come”)
The opportunity for salvation is NOT limited to
this present pre-Advent era. There’s where religianity has made its big mistake on this important
issue. And that mistake is largely the result of
having rejected Biblical Holy Days, which lay out
the entire Plan of God, one consistent with His
Will. His Will being that ‘not any should perish’,
other than those who willfully choose to do so, by
either refusing to receive Gods’ Spirit or by
quenching it totally once they have it! For them,
there is no further period allowing opportunity!

We know that in the present situation, only a few
are called, they being specifically drawn of the
Father. (John 6:44)
After the Second Coming, the entirety of mankind
will be called-upon to ‘worship the Creator’ (Rev.
14:6-7) From this, we may anticipate that the vast
majority, of those who survive on over into the
Millennial Age, and their descendants, will respond
positively. With all doubt removed, with Satan
restrained from influence, with all Truth
established without question and with Gods’ Spirit
freely available to any who ask, it will be a very
different societal climate than we know today.

Those not converted in this present age are not
necessarily doomed to gehenna fire. Making such
pronouncements exposes a general ignorance of
the Millennial Age: the thousand years of Christ
ruling with His Spirit-Born Saints on the Earth and
the purpose for the resurrections from the dead,
which Hebrews 6 lists as one of the six basic
Doctrines of the Church.

But we can also know that the vast numbers who
went to their graves unconverted, due to inopportunity or to God-induced blindness, will, for the
first time, have their opportunity to have their sins
forgiven, not unlike those in the Millennial Age.
One notable condition regarding Israel that we
may draw from Ezekiel 37:13-14 is that God will
place His Spirit within the nation unilaterally,
apparently without their having specifically
requested it! All Israel, from there, will have to
grow in grace and knowledge or face the second
death.

Any who have received Gods’ Spirit and who let
it die out may anticipate that fate, but not those
who simply aren’t being called of God in this age.
======================================================

Related Topics: (available from this author)
“The Resurrections from the Dead”
“The Rejected Resurrection”
“Understanding the THREE Resurrections”
“The Hope of the Last Great Day”
“And So, All Israel Shall be Saved”
“Understanding the Second Death”
“The Early and Latter Rains”
“The Harvests of the World”
“WHOSOEVER Will May Come!”

In each of these distinct eras, we see Gods’ Spirit
offered with increasing availability.
One Day or Two?
So whether we consider there to be just one Day
of Salvation, extending from the Day of Pentecost,
fifty days after Christ’s “Wave Sheaf”
presentation, to the end, at the Great White Throne

======================================================
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Chapter Four



A Great Conundrum to religions of all persuasions is the Enigma of DEATH without
any Opportunity for Salvation. Having overlooked Biblical Evidence, Religianity
has entangled itself in Confounding and Contradicting Explanations.
In fact, Scripture offers answers that Religion can’t provide!

A well-known, oft quoted scripture makes the
claim that, “God is not willing that any should
perish…” Yet, we are forced to acknowledge that
by far the vast majority of all who have ever lived
are obviously perished and perishing! We might
say, it was their choice, but then, what of those
who never heard? And, what of those who die very
young? The unconverted constitute the greater
majority, and a large percentage of them, fairly
said, not due to any real fault of their own.

wait suggests something worthy of our serious
consideration. Could it be that there is no just
assignment for these at this point in time? In other
words, that their spiritual situation is not yet
determined, in that they were never provided any
real chance to make an informed decision? Though
unconverted, these reserved until after the 1000
years are ended, are not worthy of eternal death
just yet. This is the important underlying message
of the long-term delay in raising them to life again.

Leaving aside the persuasion that teaches that ones’
final sentencing comes at the time of death, within
our own genre of believers, there is a surprising
diversity of opinion as to how the ‘final judgment’
of all humanity will play out. We have those who
base their explanations on there being only two
resurrections, which to great degree contorts the
explanations of there being any future period of
opportunity for those who died without ever having
had an opportunity for salvation.

A Judgment Period?

More Than ONE Resurrection
A clear prophecy explains that the rest of the dead
(those not raised in the ‘first resurrection’) will not
live again until the 1000 years are finished. That’s
in Revelation 20, verse 5. From this, we know that
the rest of the dead WILL live again, and that the
timeframe for their restoration to life will be after
the millennium. But, it’s the purpose for this
‘second’ resurrection that is the basis of widely
varying explanations. Will their resurrections be
merely for the purpose of a ‘final sentencing’ to
death and the Lake of Fire, or will it at last provide
them the opportunity they never had?
If it is for final sentencing only, then why wait out
the 1000 years for just that? Such an assignment
could have been imposed right at Christ’s Second
Coming, could it not? Just the fact of a lengthy
12

Within the same chapter that acquaints us with the
fact of there being a second resurrection, we are
introduced to an event called “the Great White
Throne” judgment. Revelation 20:11-12 explain a
scene where “the books are opened” to them along
with another book, the Book of Life, being opened
also. This scene is presented just after the defeat
and removal from society of the briefly-released
Satan, his demons and the defeat of his vast human
army. This societal upheaval, after the 1000 years
but before the Great White Throne, poses further
profound consideration. IF that ‘judgment’ is
merely a sentencing event, what possible purpose
would Satan’s release (after 1000 years of imprisonment) serve? Wouldn’t he and all his wicked
followers stand together and be consigned together
to everlasting punishment? The fact of Satan being
kept from influencing millennial society, and being
consigned to a fate separate of the ‘rest of the dead’
who will come up after his final removal, suggests
a very different ‘judgment environment’ for them.
When we, as students of the Bible, recognize the
distinction between verses 12 and 13 of Revelation
20, it then becomes clearer as to why these events
are to happen as stated. Further indication of these
multiple resurrections can be discerned from the
very comparable passage found in the Gospel of

John chapter 5. In that earlier narrative, Christ
punctuates each of the various resurrections with a
“most assuredly” (“verily, verily” (in the KJV)) and
“marvel not”! Such assertive prefaces tell us that
these are to be actual events, not at all theoretical!

people even in our modern generation. The response
when Satan is released at the end of the 1000 years
is quite telling. For the final generation of the millennial age to offer such a large following in such
short order, it challenges credibility! (Rev. 20:8)

Revelation 20:12 shows a time when ‘the books are
to be opened’, but only “those who hear” will arise,
(suggesting that in this resurrection not all will hear
this call) while verse 13 provides no such qualification, and with that final call, ALL will hear, as John
5 indicates. 8 In other words, the second resurrection calls up a select echelon of dead, opening ‘the
books’ (the Bible) to their understanding, and the
Book of Life for possibly entering their names.

It isn’t a matter of all becoming saved, it is a matter
of all being provided an opportunity for salvation.
Not all of the dead at that time are to be raised, just
those who died without ever having had any viable
opportunity. This is the key point to understand.
Those who never had ‘the books’ opened to their
understanding, and certainly those who never even
had access to these books, will be provided an
opportunity. They are destined to be called at this
latter time. Also, a great number of people never
could fathom the Bible in their lifetimes. This is
no accident. 9 God has purposely blinded certain
individuals, even whole ethnicities, in order to
“have mercy” upon them! How does that work?

The final call raises ALL of the dead, excluding
none, to the Final Sentencing Event. At this
‘sentencing phase’, the book of Life will be used to
see if their name is in it, but not to – at that point –
enter them.

“What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he
seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and
the rest were blinded (According as it is written,
God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes
that they should not see, and ears that they should
not hear;) unto this day …For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy
upon all.” (Rom. 11:7-8 & 32 quoting Isaiah 29:10)
Now, if it is in fact God who decides to blind them
until some future point in time, then how can we
put the blame on them? And, how is their being
blinded merciful? If God has set them in a blinded
state, what does that say regarding their opportunity? Obviously, there’s something we need to
understand about this situation. Not the least of
which is the simple fact that they can not complete
their salvation process while still dead!

This involvement of the Book of Life further
indicates that the purpose for the (post-millennial)
resurrection is for the purpose of providing opportunity for names to be added. If no further names
are to be added, beyond the time of the Second
Coming, then what would be the purpose of referring to the Book of Life? We would already know
that ALL of those names that had been in it would
be of people who were born into an immortal spirit
existence back before the millennium!
Do we not have sufficient cause at this point to see
that there is much to be discerned from the unique
information we are provided in these Scriptures?
Not only is God not willing that any should perish,
but that He has a Plan by which to allow the greatest number possible the opportunity to avail themselves of salvations full benefit. HOW does He
plan to do that?

What Did the Early Church Know?
What did the Church know about this, and how did
they know it? And, why does religianity in general
today not understand something so basic?

Will ALL Become “Saved”?
But, is this remotely suggesting some sort of
‘Universal Salvation’ situation? No, not at all. We
have considerable evidence that free moral agency
will yield a large contingent who will ultimately
reject salvation and side with Satan. We have such

This is where observing God’s annual Holy Days is
instructive. The early Church understood that there
are to be TWO harvests of humanity. Most in our
world represents there being just one! You see,
they, by keeping the spring and fall Holy Days had

8

Request the harmonization of the Revelation 20 and John 5
accounts, which bring out the clarity of each of these two
Christ uttered accounts.

9

Examples: John 12:40; Romans 11:7 & 32; Isaiah 29:10;
2nd Corinthians 3:14 & 4:4.
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a general sense of their purpose: To illustrate a
lesser (firstfruits) harvest followed by a later,
greater harvest (of ingathering) later in the year.
What is in some circles referred to as “the early
and the latter rains”. James in his epistle spoke of
this consideration, in chapter 5, verse 7. He speaks
to the situation of a farmer waiting patiently for the
harvests. His not needing to explain this to his
readers at that time suggests that they were familiar
with what he was referring to, a concept also
presented in the book of Deuteronomy.

was spoken in the context of a spring Holy Day
season, (see v.6:4) while chapter 7’s statement was
in the fall Holy Day season. (v.7:2) (Compare John
7:37-38 with Revelation 22:17) These two contrasting statements are not contradictory. Again, understanding the Holy Days of God provides us with an
awareness of the two conditions: In this present
era, calling is limited, but in the ages to come, it’ll
be unlimited. There are those predestined to be
called now, but the rest will have opportunity later,
in accordance with their own desire.

What Exactly IS Judgment?

Understanding this is one benefit of understanding
the Biblical Holy Days. The Holy Days of God are
oriented around agricultural harvests, but illustrate
the two-phase spiritual harvests of humanity. The
spring Holy Days present the essential aspects of
personal salvation, but the fall set are oriented
around world salvation.
The early Church
observed these days, though not in the manner that
their Jewish counterparts did. In fact, they were
criticized for HOW they were observing them, not
for their NOT observing them. Read of that in
Colossians 2:17, where Paul refers to Holy Days as
“a shadow of things to come.” In other words,
they present us with an outline of future events.
First century Judaism didn’t comprehend their
fullest meanings!

When readers encounter the word ‘judgment’, what
first registers typically is the idea of condemnation.
That first presumption can limit ones’ understanding. The word judgment has a broader application
than that. It also can and, often as not, does refer to
an evidentiary phase. Places such as 1st Peter 4:17
express one evaluative situation. “For the time has
come for judgment to begin at the house of God…”
This is understood also in the context of early and
latter rains: this generation, called of God into His
Church, is undergoing their evaluation phase now,
while the rest of humanity waits. Their evaluation
comes later. The Church is not in the process of
undergoing condemnation. It’s now being ‘worked
with’, purified, and trained for millennial rulership,
while the rest will undergo their evaluation period
later, under ‘better conditions’, we might add. (In a
right-living society absent of Satan.)

On to the Greater Harvest
First, in preparation for this post-millennial resurrection involving such a great mass of humanity,
advance preparation will be necessary.

This also touches upon the matter of ‘predestination’. That too is a misunderstood phenomenon.
Most see it as some being called, while the rest are
barred from ever attaining salvation. No, rather,
predestination is not irreversibly exclusive, it is a
matter of the timing of ones’ calling. It isn’t that
some are predestined to be called while others are
not ever to be. ALL are destined to be called. It
remains a matter of when, some earlier, at the
Father’s discretion, with the greater majority
provided their opportunity later.

The Saints of the Most High God, raised immortal
as Spirit Beings at the first resurrection, will have
attained by that time a thousand years of proficiency, ruling with and under the King of Kings.
God’s Saints will rule that society, consisting of the
survivors of the Great Tribulation and their
descendants who live and die as peoples do now,
with the optimum lifespan being the century mark!
(Isaiah 65:20) (But, as we see in Isaiah’s account,
there will be some who spurn their opportunity for
conversion even in the millennial age! Some will
die accursed! (v. 20)

We can see the structure of that in two related
verses in the Gospel of John. In verse 6:44, we are
made aware that one can not come to Christ unless
the Father specifically draws them. But later (in
fact a Holy Day season later) we see that there is to
be a wide open ‘whosoever wills’ opportunity
period. That’s in John 7:37-38. Chapter 6 of John

The final generation of the millennial age will then
be ‘cleansed’ of all its resentful types by Satan’s
deception. (My article on “Why Satan MUST be
Released” explains this in greater detail.) The ‘rest
14

of the dead’ will then be raised into a world providing them with the best possible circumstance.
Deception and opposition to God’s rule will be
absent and their rulers will have gained 1000 years
of experience in dealing with mortal flaws. The
best possible environment for a successful attainment of Eternal Life. This is the “mercy” 10 God
has in store for those who God chose to blind, or
who were not afforded an opportunity in their
natural lifetimes. God knows who has a high
probability of success should He call them, and
who has a low probability, either as a result of their
environment or as a result of their natural human
tendencies. In order to effect the greatest possible
number for inclusion into His Eternal Family, He
mercifully delayed the ‘calling’ of the majority.
Even, and especially, His Chosen Peoples!

they too could live to see the century mark.
However, this is Biblically unspecified.
Also, considering that they are resurrected once,
would it be logical for them to die briefly, only to
be raised again for their final sentencing?
Facing the Ultimate END
But then, with the millennial age complete, and the
post-millennial age nearing completion, (these eras
are time-limited) we are faced with the ultimate
question: What happens now? We have all those
who died prior to the Second Coming, unconverted,
12
still in their graves, and all those who lived and
died in the millennial age, converted and unconverted, in their graves, and the great mass of humanity
who are to live again in the Great White Throne era,
converted and unconverted, alive, but still awaiting
sentencing. These dead come up to join those
previously resurrected for final sentencing.

This is the Great White Throne judgment period
that Revelation 20 presents us with. We could also
refer to it as “the Last Great Day”, which is the
Holy Day that pictures this era, or ‘the postmillennial age’. The Last Great Day is that ‘eighth
day’ referred to in Leviticus 23, which is observed
after the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles. 11

As this period draws to a close, a third resurrection
brings all these up together: the contingent referred
to in Revelation 20:13 and John 5:28-29. It is that
event Christ specifically explained in Matthew
25:31-46. This is when those converted in the
millennial and post-millennial ages are awarded
their just rewards: Eternal Life. Those who didn’t
avail themselves of their opportunity are then
assigned to death in the Lake of Fire. This is the
Final Sentencing event!

Born Into the Family of God
That leaves us with the question: When do these
enter the Spirit-Born state of being? For that
matter, when are those who become converted
during the millennial age made Spirit?

A similar scene is presented in the latter half of
Revelation 14. The White Cloud harvest (again
presenting this as the harvest of humanity – the
second great harvest.) reaps all those worthy of
being brought into the Spirit Level of existence,
children of Christ and His Bride. This is when the
earth’s harvest (of souls) is fully ripened, with
there being no expectation of any further ripening,
should time continue. (Rev.14:15 & 18)

We’ve already considered the life situations of the
millennial generation, explained in Isaiah 65. They
live and die just as people do now. Some die converted, some die un-converted, also just as now.
But the second resurrection people, what of them?
They live again, restored to physical life, and are
given their opportunity for salvation. Considering
that these who are resurrected include many who
died in infancy, it must logically provide them a
lifetime into adulthood. If they are given the same
longevity as are the millennial generation, then

So the Great White Throne is a period of evaluative
judgment, between the second and third resurrecttions. It’s the third that’s the occasion for sentencing.
The purpose of this Last Great Day is to provide
opportunity to all who never had opportunity. 

10

Romans 11:32
Also referred to in John 7:37, a day in which He promised
the gift of the Holy Spirit to any who desire to receive it.
Certainly the condition that will exist in the post-millennial
age. Ezekiel 37 speaks to this situation as it involves the
‘whole house of Israel’. The similarity of language between
John 7:38 and Revelation 21:6 is noteworthy. Revelation 21
speaks to this same post-Advent age.
11

12

Those who had opportunity for conversion prior to the first
resurrection, but who failed to avail themselves of it or who
ultimately rejected it, do not live again in the second resurrection era. They sleep on thru the Great White Throne era
until the ‘final sentencing’ event at the end.
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Chapter Five



The Evangelical World often makes reference to a Term which the Church of God,
for the most part, is not familiar with. What IS the BEMA Seat, how does it differ
from the White Throne Judgment and how does this particular “judgment”
correlate with our understanding of a Christian’s Destiny?

The Bema Seat and the Great White Throne Judgments are recognized in Protestant Evangelical /
Fundamentalist views as distinct and separate
‘sentencing’ appearances. Though not a familiar
term among the Church of God genre, it is a matter
we should be aware of, at least for sake of holding
up our end in a discussion, and to reinforce what
we understand about “Judgment Day”
A Believer’s Question:
Explain the difference between the Judgment
Seat of Christ, where and when it takes place and
what happens there, and the Great White Throne
of Judgment. It is noteworthy here that the person
asking recognizes the difference between these two
terms. However, not being familiar with God’s
PLAN of Redemption, Fundamentalists place them
incorrectly, as we will see in this pastor’s response.
Answer: The Bema Seat Judgment of Christ takes
place in Heaven right after the Rapture and is to
award crowns to Church Age believers for the
things we’ve done while on Earth. It’s described
in 1st Cor. 3:10-15 and other places. The timing of
this, of course, is obviously incorrect, in that the
“Rapture Event”, as commonly posed, actually
occurs AFTER the Great Tribulation at the Second
Coming in which all deceased Saints, together with
those remaining alive, are chainged together at one
moment into their “incorruptible” form and who
descend to the Mount of Olives with Christ on that
same day (already in their Spirit bodies). (Zech.
14:4) Saints are exempted from “judgment” in the
usual sense, (Jn. 5:24 & Rev. 20:6) having already
been pre-assigned to Life beforehand.
They don’t stand before Christ for sentencing, but
it is logical that there will be some form of Awards
or Coronation Ceremony shortly afterward in

which they will receive their appropriate assignments in the Millennial Kingdom. It’s interesting
to note that this pastor, answering, realizes that the
Bema Seat event does not occur on an ongoing
basis, as each person dies (and their soul supposedly ascends to Heaven). It is correct that it will be at
a particular time, with all in it standing together,
but they misplace its location and timing on
account of their incomplete understandings of the
purposes of and timing of each of the resurrections.
“Great White Throne” is Later!
Answer continued: The Great White Throne
Judgment comes at the end of the Millennium
and is meant for unbelievers of all ages. They’ll
be judged by their works to confirm that their
behavior has not been of a high enough standard
to warrant entry into the Kingdom. Then they’ll
be thrown in the Lake of Fire. (Rev. 20:11-15)
Here too, this man’s answer is partly correct (in it
being after the 1000 years), but the GWT Judgment
is NOT a sentencing event (that comes later – at
the end of it). Most people regard judgment as a
sentencing event, not in its evaluative aspect. In
any judgment, there must be an evidentiary phase.
The Great White Throne (being after the 1000 year
millennium) involves a second resurrection (Rev.
20:5) and provides the period of opportunity for
those who never had opportunity in their natural
lifetimes. This is their evidentiary period, in which
they establish their worthiness for inclusion into
the Family of God by living by the “books” which
are then opened to their understanding!
Previously, they were not given understanding.
(Rev. 20:12)
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No acts BEFORE we were called and saved will
be considered ... those previous acts were totally
done away with and paid for at our conversion
because of Christ’s sacrifice!

An ERA, not a Day
The Great White Throne is the term for the second
resurrection era, which lasts a generation – long
enough for all in it to complete a lifetime – but not
so long they would again die natural deaths. The
record or results of their conversion experience (or
failure thereat) is when all are brought to Final
Sentencing at the White Cloud harvesting / Grapes
of Wrath event graphically described in Revelation
14. In this scene, ALL of the dead (and those still
living) will stand alive, still physical, to receive
appropriate sentencing, either LIFE or DEATH.
This is the JUDGMENT spoken of in Matthew
25:31-46 and elsewhere.

This is the occasion when each Christian will
either be rewarded in some fashion or lose some
reward(s) in some fashion. THERE IS NO
CONDEMNATION FOR ANY OF US AT THIS
TIME! We will be in our overwhelmingly joyous
and glorified state with our Christ-like celestial
bodies (Philippians 3:21) which we will inherit as
being in the “first resurrection” (Revelation 20:46); it is just a time when we are evaluated in
TOTAL LOVE by God and Christ to either lose or
receive Rewards accordingly. We will wholeheartedly agree with the outcome and accept any
gain or loss with gratitude.

Two Separate “Judgments”
The following, presented in bold italic, is from a
discussion of the subject found on the internet:

Conversely, a true believer / saint will NEVER
appear before the Great White Throne Judgment
… we will have already inherited our glorified
bodies (Philippians 3:21; Revelation 20:4&6).
Only non-believers (those who have never heard
of Christ as well as infants and babies) and
unbelievers appear before the White Throne.”

By Fred Belcher Jr. “The judgment seat of Christ
mentioned in 2nd Corinthians 5:10 and the judgment seat of God mentioned in Romans 14:10 are
both different from the Great White Throne
Judgement in Revelation 20:11… and for good
reason, which will be explained.

Important Distinctions

nd

The “seat” mentioned in Romans and 2 Corinthians comes from the Greek word “bema” and it
merely denotes a raised platform. More importantly, at this particular judgment there are
ONLY saved believers present! This is the time,
after we saints have either been resurrected or
transformed to our new bodies, that each one of
us will have our works / behaviors as Christians
judged. It is described further in 1st Corinthians
3:8 & 13-15 (New American Standard):

Not being aware of Mr. Belcher’s particular
religious persuasion, I find his explanations exhibit
an awareness of the fact that converted Saints
(those in possession of God’s Spirit) are exempted
from the later Judgment – both evaluation and
sentencing – which will involve all others. The
Saints appearance before Christ will more resemble
an “Awards Ceremony”, (perhaps better referred
to as a Rewards Ceremony) where the issue will be
a review of each Christian’s life-accomplishments
and the determination of an appropriate position in
the New World Government. In this area, not all
will be found to have accomplished equally
commendable or equally profitable works.

“each man’s work will become evident ; for the
day will show it because it is to be revealed with
fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each
man’s work. 14. If any man’s work which he has
built on it remains, he will receive a reward. 15. If
any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss;
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through
fire.” (End of quotation)
13.

However, it appears from his explanation that he
might not comprehend the real purpose of the
“White Throne Judgment”. Typically among the
Evangelical persuasions, the GWT is presented as
the ultimate Sentencing Event at ‘the end of the
world’. More correctly, it is that interval of time
when “the rest of the dead” (Rev. 20:5) are raised
and then have the books (of the Bible) opened to

Notice that at this ‘judgment’ it is a matter of
whether ‘rewards’ will be received or not … the
individual’s life and being saved are never in
question; whereas, at the Great White Throne
Judgment it is a question of LIFE or DEATH!
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them. 13 The Book of Life is also held open for the
purpose of adding their names into it, pursuant to
their being added in time to the Family of God in
the Sentencing Event which will take place at the
end of this post-millennial era.

that most denominations generously assign them to
Heaven, (up to what they deem to be ‘the age of
accountability’) but this man places them in the
White Throne Judgement! Is he suggesting they
are to be consumed in the Lake of Fire, or does he
realize the opportunity denied them and that the
GWT provides them the opportunity they never
had? It would be interesting to know what he
means.

The Rest are Raised After 1000 Years!
We can see from the reference to the Book of Life
that, at this point, it isn’t just to see whose names
are in it to find who are converted. The purpose of
opening it is to ADD their names into it, once they
avail themselves of their chance for salvation, now
that they are offered the opportunity to do so,
which their previous lifetimes didn’t provide them.

What isn’t clear is whether he assigns them to
death, or whether he realizes the opportunity that
the second resurrection era allows. As he states it,
he is correct. This is where the infants and younger
children (along with all who died unconverted as a
result of inopportunity) will then be restored to
physical life for a period of time and be afforded
the opportunity to come to know Christ, receive
His Spirit, and pursue conversion. Such a situation
would obviously involve time, as it does in our day.

The White Throne Judgment period is not for the
purpose of sentencing, it provides them an
opportunity which they were not afforded in their
original lifetimes. Judgment during this era is for
evaluation of the works these resurrected peoples
perform. These works form the basis for their
sentencing at the conclusion of this time period as
Revelation 20:12 shows.

Understanding the White Cloud Event
It should be pointed out that those who spurned the
opportunity given them in this lifetime will remain
in their graves, awaiting the Sentencing Event that
we read of in Revelation 14; the White Cloud
harvest, etc. The generations from the millennial
age and the Great White Throne Judgment period
will rise and stand together for Final Sentencing.
Those who rejected their opportunity for salvation
in this present age will remain in their graves
during the second resurrection era (the GWT) and
will at last arise and stand for Final Sentencing
together with the millennial age generations and
those referred to as “the rest of the dead”
resurrected after the 1000 years. This Judgment is
the sheep-from-the-goats Sentencing Event spoken
of so clearly by Christ in Matthew 25:31-46.

The actual Sentencing Event (Final Judgment) is
graphically portrayed in Revelation 14. (Chapters 6
& 10 explain this in detail.)
So, the Bema Seat event involves converted Saints
ONLY. Their works do not establish or form the
basis of their conversion, but are the major factor
determining the particular Reward appropriate to
the individual. Not all will receive the same
Rewards, though the fact of their change from
flesh-to-spirit form is on an equilateral basis. This
is something that most Christians fail to fully
realize, despite the parables of the Pounds and
Talents in Matthew 25:14-30 & Luke 19:13-27.
Unbelievers & Infants!

While we have, to this point, taken time to explain
what the Great White Throne actually is, the lessmentioned consideration within most fellowships is
what some refer to as the Bema Seat.

This explanation offered by Mr. Belcher is also
quite interesting in that he provides an answer to
the question of what happens with those who died
too young to ever have been realistically expected
to attain salvation. He breaks from the usual, in

Advocating Empty Worship?
While many hard-set evangelical ministries go to
extraordinary lengths to discourage believers from
the idea that we should keep the Law, emphasizing
a Grace which effectively abolishes the Law, the
issue of accumulating a Reward is brushed aside as
though it too is irrelevant. Since we cannot earn
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Revelation 20:11-12 “And I saw a great white throne, and
him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven
fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works.”
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Salvation, they reason, we should do nothing by
way of attempting to earn anything. “It’s all done
for you, they proclaim! You need do nothing!”

these words of the Lord: Revelation 22:12
“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is
with Me, to render to every man according to what
he has done.”

Let’s understand that this particular Bema Seat
event doesn’t address the issue of Salvation or the
absence thereof. It’s pre-established that a person
who is brought before the Judgment Seat of Christ
at this time is a converted person. The issue here is
the Reward factor that each of us should have
accrued. Let’s consider more from the internet on
this subject of the Bema Seat:

While salvation is a gift, there are rewards given
for faithfulness in the Christian life and loss of
rewards for unfaithfulness. Rewards become one
of the great motives of the Christian’s life or
should be. But we need to understand the nature
of these rewards to understand the nature of the
motivation. Some people are troubled by the
doctrine of rewards because this seems to suggest
“merit” instead of “grace,” and because, it is
pointed out, we should only serve the Lord out of
love and for God’s glory.

One of the prominent doctrines of the New
Testament is the Doctrine of Rewards and the
Judgment Seat of Christ. It is a doctrine often
ignored or, when taught, it is misrepresented
because of the term “judgment” that is used in
translating the Greek text. Commenting on this
Dr. Samuel Hoyt 14 writes:

Of course we should serve the Lord out of love
and for God’s glory, while understanding the
nature of rewards will help us do that. But the
fact still remains that the Bible promises us
rewards. God gives us salvation. It is a gift thru
faith, but He rewards us for good works. God
graciously supplies the means by which we may
serve Him. Indeed, He works in us both to will
and to do as we volitionally appropriate His grace
(Phil. 2:12-13), but the decision to serve, and the
diligence employed in doing so, are our
responsibility and our contribution and God sees
this as rewardable. Compare the following
passages:

“Within the church today there exists considerable
confusion and debate regarding the exact nature
of the examination at the judgment seat of Christ.
The expression “the judgment seat of Christ” in
the English Bible has tended to cause some to
draw the wrong conclusion about the nature and
purpose of this evaluation. A common misconception which arises from this English translation is
that God will mete out a just retribution for sins
in the believer’s life, and some measure of
retributive punishment for sins will result.
Though it’s tremendously serious with eternal
ramifications, the judgment seat of Christ is not a
place and time when the Lord will mete out
punishment for sins committed by the child of
God. Rather, it is a place where rewards will be
given or lost depending on how one has used his
or her life for the Lord.

1st Corinthians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and His grace toward me did not
prove vain; but I labored even more than all of
them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”
Is Paul alleging here that Grace, under its fullest
expression, actually facilitates Works?
The
following verse supports the same premise.

In 1st Thessalonians 2:19-20, the Apostle Paul
drew courage and was motivated by the fact of
rewards at the return of the Lord for the church
which he mentions in every chapter in this epistle
and becomes the primary subject of 2nd Thessalonians. The Lord’s return and what this means not
only to the world but to us individually is a very
prominent subject of the New Testament.”

Colossians 1:29 “And for this purpose also I
labor, striving according to His power, which
mightily works within me.”
Reward Represents MERIT
Matthew 16:27 “For the Son of man shall come in
the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he
shall reward every man according to his works.

It is significant that among the final words of
Revelation, the last book of the Bible, we find

Other Key Verses on Rewards: Romans 14:10-12;
2nd Corinthians 5:9-10; 1st John 2:28.
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Dr. Samuel L. Hoyt, Professor of Systematic Theology, at
Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary.

1st Corinthians 3:8 & 13-15 “Now he that planteth
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Christ on the Cross because He totally paid the
penalty for our sins. Chafer and Walvoord 15 have
an excellent word on this view:

and he that watereth are one: and every man shall
receive his own reward according to his own
labour. … Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's
work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide
which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a
reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet
so as by fire.

After the Last Trump!
This event will occur immediately following the
Second Coming and the resurrection of the Church
after it is caught up to be with the Lord in the air as
described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.
(1) In Luke 14:12-14, reward is associated with
the resurrection and the Second Coming is when
the Church is resurrected.

What we see in these passages emphatically
affirms the premise of this article, that our Works
determine our level of Reward, they are not the
basis for determining Salvation itself.
Most
believers just don’t get that! We can also see that a
person might have ‘his accomplishments’ burned
up in refining fire, while still retaining his
Salvation.

(2) In Revelation 19:8, when the Lord returns with
His bride at the end of the Tribulation, she is seen
already rewarded. Her reward is described as fine
linen, the righteous acts of the saints – undoubtedly
the result of Rewards.
(3) In 2nd Timothy 4:8 and 1st Corinthians 4:5,
Rewards are associated with “that day” and with
the Lord’s coming. Again, for the Church this
means the event of 1st Thessalonians 4:13-18.

Both Romans 14:10 and 2nd Corinthians 5:9
speak of the “judgment seat.” This is a translation
of one Greek word, the word bema. While bema is
used in the gospels and Acts of a raised platform
where a Roman magistrate or ruler sat to make
decisions and pass sentence (Matt. 27:19; John
19:13), its use in the epistles by Paul, because of
his many allusions to the Greek athletic contests,
is more in keeping with its original use among the
Greeks.

(4) In 1st John 2:28 establishes when we will first
appear before the Lord.
Confirming the Distinction
Our appearance before Christ’s Judgment Seat is
confirmed as a separate event from the Final
Sentencing of the righteous and of the wicked that
we read of in other places. At issue is the
appropriate Reward we will be entitled to receive
based on the accomplishments we accrue by the
leading and empowerment of God’s Spirit.

This word was taken from Isthmian games where
the contestants would compete for the prize under
the careful scrutiny of judges who would make
sure that every rule of the contest was obeyed (cf.
2nd Timothy 2:5). The victor of a given event who
participated according to the rules was led by the
judge to the platform called the Bema. There the
laurel wreath was placed on his head as a symbol
of victory (cf. 1st Corinthians 9:24-25).

What is also noteworthy is that these evangelicals
recognize that our appearance does not occur at the
times of our individual deaths, as a “Heaven &
Hell” belief system would require!


In all of these passages, “Paul was picturing the
believer as a competitor in a spiritual contest. As
the victorious Grecian athlete appeared before the
Bema to receive his perishable award, so the
Christian will appear before Christ’s Bema to
receive his imperishable award. The judge at the
Bema bestowed rewards to the victors. He did not
whip the losers.” We might add, neither did he
sentence them to hard labor.
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With reference to sin, Scripture teaches that the child of
God under grace shall not come into judgment (John 3:18;
5:24; 6:37; Rom. 5:1; 8:1; 1 Cor. 11:32); in his standing
before God, and on the ground that the penalty for all sin —
past, present, and future (Col. 2:13) — has been borne by
Christ as the perfect Substitute, the believer is not only placed
beyond condemnation, but being in Christ is accepted in the
perfection of Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:6; Col. 2:10; Heb.
10:14) and loved of God as Christ is loved (John 17:23).
Again, Chafer writes concerning the Bema, “It cannot be too
strongly emphasized that the judgment is unrelated to the
problem of sin, that it is more for the bestowing of rewards
than the rejection of failure.”

In other words, it is a reward seat and portrays a
time of rewards or loss of rewards following
examination, but it is not a time of punishment
where believers are judged for their sins. Such
would be inconsistent with the finished work of
20



Chapter Six



This Revealing Chapter steps aside from the Book’s sequential narrative
to present an Oblique Look at the three Main Segments of Humanity, as it Relates
to their being awarded their Just and Due Rewards. Has Religion fully appreciated
its Comprehensiveness? Encapsulated within this one Chapter is a Message
Profoundly Revealing with respect to God’s Plan for the Salvation
of ALL the World’s Un-evangelized Masses.

Many aspects of the Book of Revelation remain an
enigma to most of the religious world. To most, it
is a mystery without clear comprehension. Of the
multitudes who have made attempts to explain its
mysteries, wide variations exist in what they
perceive its messages to represent.
To some degree, Chapter 14 is not as profoundly
unfathomable as are many other chapters.
Breaking away from the prophetic story-flow, this
chapter pauses to focus on a subject largely
misidentified in traditional theological circles. The
picture we get from commonly accepted religious
teachings is rather bleak as they attempt to explain
the situation involving the uncountable and
‘hopelessly lost’ masses of humanity, as they’re so
often described. A degree of Calvinistic thought is
incorporated into the outlook of more of our
churches’ teachings than they’d like to admit.
What Hope for the Masses?
Uncountable billions have gone to their graves
ignorant of God’s Salvation Message since the time
of Adam. World over, and especially throughout
non-Christian lands, infants and children have died
and continue to die without even the least awareness of salvation, let alone having had opportunity
to have pursued it. It isn’t much better with their
elders. The thought of their being summarily consigned to an ever burning hell at death is patently
objectionable to most sensitive thinking people,
causing some to incorporate a non-biblical ‘age of
accountability’ idea into their explanations, which
at least provides them a more comforting answer as
it regards at least those little ones!
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But, what about the vast numbers who never had a
real opportunity for salvation? Why are so few
among us able to provide good answers?
It is the rejection of certain fundamental Biblical
teachings that has caused this perceptual blind spot.
Clear fundamental doctrines, such as the (plural)
resurrections from the dead (particularly the one
mentioned in Rev. 20:5) and the purpose for
Christ’s Millennial Kingdom on Earth, have no
explainable purpose within the traditional ‘heaven
or hell’ persuasion. Despite numerous Biblical
passages devoted to these teachings, few denominations have a clear understanding of their essential
place in the overall Plan of God for mankind. With
the result of that being that the subject isn’t a major
part in their theological positions.
Revelation 14, when correctly understood, presents
a scene which contains a picture of hope that
accepted religianity can not offer. But in order to
see that hope, we must correctly identify the intent
and message of this insightful chapter.
The Harvests of the World
My Nelson NKJ Bible sub-titles verses 14 to 16 as
“Reaping the Earth’s Harvest”. Above verses 17
to 20, it has “Reaping the Grapes of Wrath”. My
old Oxford KJV sub-titles the second half of the
chapter “The Harvest of the World”, both of them
indicating at least a general awareness of what is
being presented.
An Inset Chapter
Revelation 14 is recognized as what is known as an
‘inset chapter’, in which the writer breaks away

from the overall chronological story flow to pause
and focus-in on a particular subject. In pursuing
the message of this chapter, we need to remain
attentive to these key questions: Does the chapter
subject present a comprehensive whole, and is it
internally chronological? With those two answers,
we can better grasp its real message.

a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in
his hand,
[10] The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out without mixture into
the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
[11] And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up
for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor
night, who worship the beast and his image, and
whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.
[12] Here is the patience of the saints: here are
they that keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.
[13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them.

Before we look into the message of Revelation,
chapter 14 analytically, it is presented below, in its
entirety without comment.
Scene One – The 144,000 Firstfruits
“And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the
mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and
four thousand, having his Father's name written in
their foreheads.
[2] And I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of a great
thunder: and I heard the voice of harpers harping
with their harps:
[3] And they sung as it were a new song before the
throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders:
and no man could learn that song but the hundred
and forty and four thousand, which were
redeemed from the earth.
[4] These are they which were not defiled with
women; for they are virgins. These are they which
follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These
were redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.
[5] And in their mouth was found no guile: for they
are without fault before the throne of God.
[1]

Scene Three – White Cloud Harvest
“And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and
upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man,
having on his head a golden crown, and in his
hand a sharp sickle.
[15] And another angel came out of the temple,
crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the
cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time
is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of the
earth is ripe.
[16] And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle
on the earth; and the earth was reaped.
[14]

Scene Two – Angelic Messages

Scene Four – Winepress of God’s Wrath

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
[7] Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
come: and worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
[8] And there followed another angel, saying,
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because
she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.
[9] And the third angel followed them, saying with
[6]

“And another angel came out of the temple
which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle.
[18] And another angel came out from the altar,
which had power over fire; and cried with a loud
cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust
in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the
vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe.
[19] And the angel thrust in his sickle into the
earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast
it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
[20] And the winepress was trodden without the
city, and blood came out of the winepress, even
[17]
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unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand
and six hundred furlongs.” (King James Version)

Then the third messenger pronounces a prohibition
against any further worship under the Beast’s
worship system (and that system had existed long
before the Beast Power became manifest in the end
time), and a dire warning of what the punishment
will be of those who defy the prohibition. This too
indicates a time reference, that of the age beyond
the Second Coming. It shows that mankind will be
worshipping God in the coming era, and that all the
former forms of man made worship will be
strongly prohibited. Verses 10 & 11 describe the
punishment imposed upon any who disregard the
warning, which we see imposed in verses 19 & 20.

Apparent from the text is the fact that there are four
distinct presentations: The 144 thousand, then we
see the messages to that segment of humanity who
survives the Great Tribulation and the fall of
Babylon, then at some undetermined later time, a
harvest scene involving one group, reaped by one
like the Son of Man, followed right after by a
second group, assigned to God’s Wrath, which are
then reaped by two collaborating death angels.
Above, it was asked, Does the chapter subject
present a comprehensive whole, and is it internally
chronological? Let’s consider the chronology issue
first.

(Note: Those who identify verses 17 to 20 of Revelation chapter 14 with the defeat of the Beast’s
armies impose a break into the internal chronology
of the chapter and impose that severest of penalties
BEFORE the warning is issued to them! )

Internally Chronological?
First, we’re presented a time-referenced scene with
the Lamb standing on Mount Zion together with
His 144,000 Saints. We know when that is. It’s
shortly after the Second Coming! These, we are
told, are redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and the Lamb.

The White Cloud Harvest
Next we move to the third scene: The “White
Cloud” harvest. In this scene, we see Christ Himself wielding the harvest instrument to “reap” the
earth’s harvest, for it IS ripe! Commentaries, such
as the respected Jamieson Fausset & Brown 17
identify these as being the righteous! Halley’s
Bible Handbook 18 presents a similar assessment,
that these in verses 14 to 16 are the righteous,
making a further point that these are referred to as
‘the harvest’, while those reaped later in verses 17
to 20 are referred to as ‘the vintage’.

Next, we shift to a three-angel address to those
who are living on the earth AFTER the Second
Coming. It involves all of humanity. The message
to them begins with: Fear God, give glory to Him,
and worship the Creator. It also announces to them
that their judgment period has begun. Do we
know when that is? There we have another time
reference: Judgment is extended upon all the
world at this time, where previously it’d been upon
only the ecclesia (those called ‘the house of God’).
16
So in this detail also, we have a time marker.

Considering this scene for its chronological aspect,
we need to ask ourselves, when will this harvest of
the earth’s Saints occur? It can’t be at Christ’s
return, because we’ve seen that contingent identified in the opening verses of the chapter, with the
144,000, His ‘firstfruits’, standing with Him in
their Spirit-form on Mount Zion. That ‘harvest’ is
past already, and as we’ve seen in verses 6-11, we
have moved beyond the fall of Babylon and into
the millennial age.

The second messenger (an angel) announces that
modern Babylon has fallen (its second fall). This
too is a positive time marker, which is further
explained in another inset chapter, (chapter 18),
when Revelation’s running narrative continues.
16

1st Peter 4:17 We need to understand ‘judgment’ in its
evaluative sense, not its condemnative sense. The first to be
judged toward salvation are those called of God. The rest of
humanity is destined to be called later. May we call it Postdestination? ( Would such a consideration shed light on the
meaning of what is called ‘predestination’? )

17

JF&B Bible Commentary, Hendrickson Publishers, March
1997, Volume 3, page 704.
18

Halley’s Bible Handbook, Zondervan Publishers, 1965,
24th edition, page 728.
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So, who are these righteous individuals harvested
by Christ sitting upon the White Cloud? That
answer is provided in part by the drastic contrast
presented with the next scene.

already rewarded in the fact of their being made
immortal Spirit Beings at the Last Trump. Is this
speaking to present day Saints? If so, we have to
break away from the internal chapter sequence to a
time before Christ’s return. If not either of them,
then it must be those who are becoming Saints in
the millennial age. And, that’s where they are
addressed: after the three angels’ messages, at the
onset and duration of the 1,000 years. It indicates
that they will live out their lives and die, but await
a sure reward for their faithfulness to the Commandments (yes, they’re still quite relevant and
applicable). Verses 12 & 13 take us sequentially
through the millennial age, from the beginning of it
clear to the time of the White Cloud Judgment.
This then provides us another increment in a
chronological progression, applying to that interval
between the start of the millennial age and the end
of the Great White Throne Judgment period in
which those who never had an opportunity for
salvation will be afforded one at last!

With that distinction clearly in mind, we are now
ready to move on to the final scene of this chapter.
Using angelic representatives, this order also goes
out from the Temple in Heaven to gather the
vintage destined for the Wrath of God. In this
reaping, ‘fully ripened’ grapes are gathered by two
angels. These represent the wicked of all time, who
had opportunity for salvation, and who rejected it,
many choosing to perpetuate prohibited forms of
worship or not worship at all. One thing apparent
in this scene is its finality. These are assigned to
God’s Wrath. This completes the harvest of all of
the earth’s humanity for all time.
Some may notice, and may think to ask, that IF this
is THE harvest at the absolute end of time, 19 what
is there that suggests such a lengthy time gap in
the narrative? Such an event will be only after the
millennial age and the second resurrection era is
past. Where certain scholars have assigned verses
17-20 at least to the battle of the Day of the Lord,
(not that that phrase is in the narrative), their
assignment requires a set-back in time placement.

Seven Distinct Increments
So we have these seven chronological benchmarks:
1) Christ standing on Mount Zion with His firstfruits, 2) Announcements to the survivors of the
Great Tribulation at the onset of the millennium, 3)
The second (final) fall of the Great Babylon, 4) A
warning at the onset of the millennium against
employing old worship forms, 5) A message of
hope to those who successfully attain salvation
during the millennial age, 6) The Harvest of the
righteous, and 7) The extinction of the wicked at
the end. The entire chapter maintains and presents
a chronological order within itself, though aside
from but set into the running narrative of the
overall Book.

That is similarly ‘problematical’!
Well, actually there is such a consideration. If we
notice the continuing narrative after the three
angels’ messages, we see the Saints addressed.
Verses 12 & 13 address them, third party: [12] “Here
is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.
[13] And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that
they may rest from their labours; and their works
do follow them.” Now, which Saints are these?
They can’t be the 144,000, as their ‘patience’ is

Is the chapter internally chronological? YES! (But,
if we pull verses 12 & 13 out to apply them to
present day individuals, and if we assign verse 20
to the battle of Armageddon, then, NO, we would
have to say it isn’t!)

19

The ‘end of time’ as it relates to the end of the existence of
mankind in physical form. Not the ‘end of the age’, as we
typically refer to the Second Coming to be, but that Judgment
and Sentencing event that occurs AT the third resurrection.
There is to be a great indeterminate age after the ‘last man’ is
made Spirit in the immortal Family of God, which is another
subject for another day. (see 1st. Corinthians 15:24-28)

Comprehensively Whole?
Now, as to the narrative being comprehensive
within itself, and I mean by that, does it address
one single topic? Does everything within it relate
24

to that topic? We need to consider what it is
picturing. It begins with a picture of the righteous
standing with Christ at His Triumphal Return. It
ends with the ‘harvest’ of those righteous of a later
timeframe into the God Family, and then the utter
destruction of those who would not have Christ to
rule over them. If we consider the chapter’s
message to be the “harvests of the world”, then,
YES, it’s also internally comprehensive. But again,
if we make those same assignments as described in
an earlier paragraph, we lose its comprehensiveness as well as its chronological order.

is no consciousness and no prospect of ever being
brought back to any kind of a living state.
In the second resurrection, those who died prior to
the time of Christ’s Return, without having had
opportunity for salvation, will be raised (as Rev.
20:5 indicates). They will live on into the postmillennial age, within the same Satan-free society
as those who lived in the millennium had, and then
in the ‘last day’ stand before the Judgment Seat for
sentencing to either Eternal Life or Death, according to their responses. (Their ‘works’!) This is the
scene we see set in Revelation 14:14-20.

A Vital Answer
How Long IS the Post-Millennial Age?

The beauty of this chapter is that it places and
describes the event that we read of in Matthew
25:32-46. 20 We can see in Revelation 14 when
and how this ‘final sentencing’ (either to a good or
bad sentence) will be brought upon those who have
had their opportunity to come to know the Way of
Truth and to avail themselves of True Salvation.

Among the ‘mysteries’ we enjoy speculating about,
we have this one. How long will it last? I feel it
safe to conclude that it will afford sufficient time
for those raised in it to become fully converted. In
an age with the whole world full of the knowledge
of God, and with no Satanic influence (Rev. 20:10),
perhaps as much as one full lifetime. We aren’t
told specifically how long the post-millennial age
will be, but we do see the ‘final sentencing’ scene
time-set, located and described in detail!

It shows the absolute necessity of understanding
the three resurrections. Without that, we can never
come to understand how this final sentencing will
come to pass in its proper time context and in its
full inclusiveness. The resurrections of the dead is
a fundamental Christian Doctrine. (Hebrews 6:1-2)

The Harvest of the WORLD!
But, what this chapter DOES give us is a comprehensive answer to the enigmatic question that
God’s Church has struggled with for decades:
Those converted during the millennium and the
relatively short opportunity period after it, will be
made immortal Spirit Beings, (as were those at
Christ’s Return), in a great Harvest at the White
Cloud Judgment. This is the clarity that Chapter
14 provides us.

The first resurrection is of the Saints, living and
dead, whose names are in the Book of Life at the
time of Christ’s Return. (1st Cor. 15:50-58, 1st Thess.
4:13-18). The second resurrection adds all those
who died without a real opportunity for salvation
onto the end of the millennial age to be provided
with their first opportunity. (e.g. Ezek. 37) The third
resurrection brings up all the dead from their
graves to stand conscious before God for final
sentencing. The general outline of these all being
evident in Revelation Chapter 20 and John 5:24-29.

Those who willfully do not repent and do not avail
themselves of true conversion will pay the penalty
for their sins with their own blood, as Hebrews
9:22 so clearly requires. The wages of sin is death!
The picture we see in Revelation 14:20 illustrates
that fact very graphically.


The millennial age begins with the first resurrection and ends with the second. The second resurrection era begins with the second resurrection and
ends with the third. The third resurrection brings
to the human experience the finality of sentence to
eternal Life or the second death, after which there
20

Related passages being: Luke 19:27, Matthew 25:31-46,
Matthew 13:47-50.

=======================================================
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Chapter Seven



A Very Curious Comment Regarding those to be Resurrected After the Millennial Age
is Found in Revelation 20:11. The Implications of this Comment Provide More
Insight than is Usually Noted or Expounded Upon.

Another booklet deals with the various considerations regarding the resurrections from the dead. A
subject having far more importance than traditional
main-stream religions allows it to have, it being
specifically identified in Hebrews chapter 6 as one
of the fundamental ‘doctrines of Christ’. The first
two verses read: “Therefore leaving the principles
of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works, and of faith toward
God, 2: Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and
of eternal judgment.” These have been identified
as the six fundamental doctrines of Christ.
But in the two distinct places where Jesus clearly
explained all three varying resurrections together
in one place, John 5:25-29 and Revelation 20:5-6
& 11-15; and in his descriptions of a concurrent
physical resurrection involving vast segments of
long dead societies, in Matthew 12:41-42, Luke
11:31-32, Matthew 11:20-24 and Ezekiel 37; and
yet another distinct situation in which the righteous
dead and wicked are raised up together for separation and ultimate sentencing such as in Matthew
25:31-46, 13:36-42 and Revelation 14:14-19, we
can see that the subject involves more than one
resurrection period. For that matter, Revelation
20:5 clearly makes the unmistakable point, that
there is to be more than just one resurrection!
Also, No Place for this Teaching?
It’s especially curious how that main stream religion has no real place for this ‘doctrine of Christ’,
despite their profuse profession of love for Jesus
and His teachings, though the above references
were all His words! But that is not the focus of
this particular treatise. That’s dealt with in other
study papers, such as those listed on page 11.
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The passage in question is found in Revelation 20,
which reads as follows: 7:“And when the thousand
years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison, 8: And shall go out to deceive the nations
which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9: And
they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them. 10: And the devil that
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet
are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever
and ever.” So we’re brought up to the point in
time when the event described is to take place.
This is not a long duration nor a non-specific era.
It is precisely after the final demise of Satan for all
time. (In the millennial age, he is restrained, but
after it, he is allowed just a little time to do his
usual thing (to deceive as many people as possible)
Revelation 20:7-8).
Right after Satan is taken away from society for the
final time and cast into the Lake of Fire, which has
the capability of consuming from existence even
the institutions of death and the grave! (Revelation
20:14) But the interesting passage is where this
continues: 11-12: “And I saw a great white throne,
and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them, and I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God; and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is
the book of life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. Here we have a rather
lengthy sentence strung with a series of connective
‘and’s. The relevant statement is the line: “and
there was found no place for them,”!

it? It’s far more logical to apply the ‘them’ to the
number of resurrected individuals mentioned next,
rather than to the space just created, ostensibly for
these resurrected peoples to spread before Him.

Being placed where it is, the reader could perceive
that what there was found no place for is ‘Earth
and Heaven’. ‘Them’ could be seen as these
components of the material universe.
But,
alternately, the ‘them’ could also be referring to
those people who are to be brought before the
Throne. The important question then is, what or
who is the ‘them’?

Who is the ‘Them’ ?
But it’s the identity of ‘them’ that poses this allimportant question. Does ‘them’ make reference to
the items mentioned just before, or to the regenerated peoples mentioned immediately after? It is
logical to some extent either way.

And Who is the ‘Him’?
A little more background might be helpful at this
point. Regarding this scene, a Matthew Henry
Commentary has the ‘Him that sat on the Throne’
as being Christ, the Judge. Jamison, Faucet &
Brown has it being the Son, but as directly representing the Father. Adam Clarke’s Commentary
has the Judge being ‘the indescribable Jehovah’,
suggesting by reference that this is the very event
we read of in 1st Corinthians 15:28 and 2nd Peter
3:12, which it could NOT be, in that the descent of
the Father to assume the Kingdom from His Son,
and earthly elements melting with fervent heat due
to the power of His Presence, does not occur until
AFTER the general resurrection a generation later,
after the last enemy is destroyed, which we read of
in Revelation 20:14. Discontinuing death as a
functional institution must be an accomplished fact
prior to that event in 2nd Peter 3:12. 21 We’re then
left with the consensus and most logical conclusion
that this Judge is the very person of the Son of God.

But if we assume the latter, we’re left to answer
other resultant questions. Most obviously, why
there would be no place for these for whom this
extraordinary space was created. There would
logically be space for at least some of them,
wouldn’t there? But the way it’s worded, we are
given the picture that there’s no room for any of
them, not just an ‘overflow’! Also, in the general
resurrection mentioned next in this narrative (also
in John 5:29), an even greater number will be
raised up for sentencing, and nothing like a ‘there
is no place for them’ is mentioned. Being that the
greatest number of all will arise at the very end,
and no ‘space problem’ is evident in that situation,
we are drawn to ponder the intent of this comment.
Then, our attention is called to the purpose for this
Great Event. It doesn’t sound like a sentencing,
but one where ‘books’ (biblion) are opened and an
examination of their works in response to those
now opened books is made. There is something at
this point that needs to be determined regarding
these peoples’ spiritual state. These raised-up are
the ‘small and great’, not the righteous and
wicked! Another relevant detail we should allow to
register. “…and I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their
works.” These ‘books’ contain the moral standards
by which the Judge is to evaluate these peoples’
conduct. Their worthiness for life or death is not
already pre-decided. The ‘Book of Life’ is also
opened during this ‘judgment’. NOT for the
purpose of seeing whose names are in there, (like
we see done at the end: v.15) but to open it to the
addition of yet more names. Realizing this, we’re
drawn even more to see ‘them’ as referring to these

In the presence of this all-powerful Judge, earth
and heavens are described as having ‘fled away’.
What we need to keep in mind is that this Being is
one and the same as has been ON the Earth
continually for the previous 1000 years. Earth and
heaven didn’t recede from His presence during that
time-frame! It isn’t so much His presence as it is
the EVENT which is to occur, beginning at this
point in the prophesied time progression. This is
the opening of a new phase of God’s Judgment
process. After the millennium, after Satan’s last
stand; then we see the earth and heavens being
spread back, thus creating a vast dimensionally
indeterminate arena. That picture in mind, is it
logical then to assume the “no place for them,”
could refer to this space thus created, or to the
innumerables who are about to be brought-up into
21

See the article “And the Elements Shall Melt” for further
discussion of this extraordinary event.
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people, rather than these inanimate environmental
components: Earth and Heaven.

those who never had an opportunity to come to
know the only way of salvation: Those who died
too early in their young lives to ever be
accountable for their ignorance or rejection. These
are they who live again after the 1000 years as
Revelation 20:5 identifies: The REST of the dead.
(those not having had opportunity).

Why it is that there is ‘no place for them’ is the
simple fact that those in this resurrection just after
the millennial age are not yet ‘judged’ in the sense
of having had opportunity to understand and
comply with the moral standards of these ‘books’.
Therefore, they aren’t yet worthy of death, nor are
they yet recipients of Life. (Those who were
recipients, all were raised in the first resurrection
described back in verse 5 of this same chapter.)
Why there is no place for them is the simple fact
that a Just God would not rightfully consign these
to everlasting condemnation IF they’d never had
opportunity to become converted.

One Technical Exception
The resurrection just after the millennial age is not
for the purpose of providing anyone a ‘second
chance’. That contradictory consideration causes
many to reject what this place in scripture reveals.
Those who were called and who had opportunity
will await a just sentencing. They are not these for
whom ‘no place’ can be found for them (yet)!

God Blinded their Eyes!

Once having rejected God’s calling and spurning
the receipt of His Spirit, there is no hope of ever reattaining that condition.
Only condemnation
awaits. “For if we sin willfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remains
no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation,
which shall devour the adversaries. He that
despised Moses' law died without mercy under two
or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done
despite unto the Spirit of grace?” (Heb. 10:26-29)
There obviously IS a place for these people!

Keep in mind that it was God who blinded the
minds of many religious people of His day, lest
they come to a true understanding, and in their
present carnal states risk losing out on their
opportunity. (“…Israel hath not obtained that
which he seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were blinded (According
as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of
slumber, eyes that they should not see, and ears
that they should not hear;) unto this day.” (Romans
11:7-8 quoting Isaiah 29:10)) God did so, NOT with
intent to deny them opportunity, but with intent to
create a situation in which a vastly greater number
could attain to salvation, as Paul said later in
Romans 11:25-26, “For I would not, brethren, that
ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own conceits; that
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the
fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn
away ungodliness from Jacob:” (quoting Isaiah
59:20) These peoples’ opportunity occurs after
Satan is removed from society, providing them the
same spiritual environment as existed during the
millennial age.

So those who had opportunity and died having
spurned it have a place. Their destiny is already
established even now. Their resurrection is later,
after this last physical generation, raised up just
after the millennium is concluded, and its people
are judged and readied for just assignment to either
life or death depending on their life’s record.
At the end of this opportunity period (a first for
them ) there is to be a final ‘general resurrection’ in
which ‘all that are in their graves’ will hear a call
to life. John 5:28-29 also describes this same
resurrection period: This time, for the purpose of
sentencing, not for evaluation. 22

These are the peoples like are described in Ezekiel
37, who are to be raised again in physical form.
These are they who come up together with the
unconverted of the first century that Jesus spoke of
so pointedly in Matthew 12:41-42, Luke 11:31-32,
and Matthew 11: 20-24. People who, if exposed to
the Scripture, were blinded to its truth, or if not,

22

“Judgment” as it is used in the New Testament involves an
evaluative period as well as in application to a sentencing.
We can see an example of the evaluative sense in 1st Pet 4:17
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Now some would say that this refers only to the
fact of Christ’s resurrection. But, as we can see, it
involves we, the firstfruits, also being resurrected
at the Last Trump. This physical life does not
provide us the ultimate Promise. That is received
only at the moment of Christ’s Second Coming. 23

Sentencing takes place at the next resurrection (the
final one) that the next passage in Revelation 20
concludes with. In verse 13, “And the sea gave up
the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works.
14: And death and hell were cast into the lake of
fire. This is the second death.” This time, ‘judged’
indicates sentencing. The previously mentioned
‘no place for them’ resurrection didn’t involve
imposing a second death!

It might be good to consider a point raised above,
that IF Christ is not raised, then you are yet in your
sins. Didn’t Christ’s death alone absolve our sins?
Why then is His resurrection to Life a necessary
factor in the remission of our sins? It is the rare
theologian that has made this potent issue a
structural component in his belief system. The
resurrections doctrine is essential to the full implementation of God’s Plan for mankind! And we
can NEVER fully or correctly understand that Plan
of Redemption so long as we disregard key
elements of the resurrections, most specifically, the
physical resurrection of all those who died without
having had the opportunity God intends all to have.

This is the astounding revelation in the middle
section of these resurrection chapters, here in
Revelation 20 and also the corresponding outline
found in John 5. If we are to insist that there is but
one resurrection after the millennial age, we are left
with no explanation of how those whom God did
not call in their lifetimes are afforded the same
chance as those whom He did call.
Protestants struggle with this question. Many of
them ascribe to an ‘age of accountability’ idea, to
accommodate at least the very young, who died not
being ‘converted’ as it’s defined. Catholics
entertain a similar persuasion, providing
‘compartments’ of various ‘limbos’ to provide
opportunity to resituate the dead who obviously
had no opportunity. The Mormons have ‘baptisms
for the dead’ to address this anxiety-laden
question. So the question is recognized and is on
the table! It is the pointed rejection of the
fundamental teachings of the New Testament
Church with respect to the resurrections from the
dead, this ‘doctrine of Christ’, that accounts for
the gross ignorance on this important issue.

At Home in Heaven
The old ‘spiritual’ has this line: “If Heaven’s not
my home, then Lord what shall I do…” When
people accept the common idea of going to heaven
(or hell) immediately at death, they are to varying
degrees obligated to disregard key elements of the
True Christian Faith! (One of these doctrines of
Christ! Those references given in the second
paragraph back on page 26 are the words of
Christ!) Once in Heaven, or in Hell, what would
the possible point of a subsequent resurrection be?
A re-assignment right back to the same places?
(And, what if an assignment mistake had been
made? Boy, would that be a scene! If we’re to
take all funeral eulogies at face value, we’d be
inclined to think there’s a lot of that!)

IF there be no resurrection from the dead, our faith
is meaningless! Paul addressed this fact rather
bluntly! “But if there be no resurrection of the
dead, then is Christ not risen: And if Christ be not
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is
also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of
God; because we have testified of God that he
raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be
that the dead rise not. For if the dead rise not, then
is not Christ raised: And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are
perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most miserable. But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the
firstfruits of them that slept.” (1st Cor. 15:13-20)

So we have, in this apparently innocuous phrase in
Revelation 20:11, a key, alerting us to the great
purpose for the physical resurrection scheduled to
happen just after Satan’s final expulsion from
human society. We need not be troubled with the
anxieties of main stream religion as it regards those
who never were called in this age. There IS a place
for them, though it’s not determined just yet! 
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Phil. 3:21, 1st Cor. 15:47-54, 1st Thes. 4:16-17



Chapter Eight



While MUCH has been given in Scripture regarding the Millennial Age, there is still
much to be pieced together to explain how that Age will Transition into the Next!
( From a Message Presented on Day 7 of the Feast of Tabernacles, 2016 )

Traditional religion has no awareness of one very
important Phase of the Plan of God with regard to
the potential Salvation of ALL who have ever
lived.
Even something as obvious as the
Millennial Kingdom is largely brushed aside in
favor of more favored after-life scenarios.
On one hand, God has given us a lot of detailed
information regarding His Plan and the future for
humanity beyond His Second Coming, yet He has
left many unanswered considerations as to how
the whole scenario will play out. We know that
there will be a 1000-year period of unprecedented
peace and prosperity when Christ and His Bride /
Saints will rule the world and with Satan being
under full restraint. But we also know that Satan
will be released for a short time thereafter, and
then the remaining dead will be restored to life. 24
Day Seven of the Feast of Tabernacles
Of course, the ‘seventh day’ is the last day of the
Feast. That’s well understood. Those of us who
may not have thought about it say, "Oops, wait a
minute, isn't there one more day?" Well, yes,
there is another day, but it's a different Feast with
a whole different meaning.
With this chapter, I want to present something that
involves things that we know, yet peripherally
there are a lot of questions. I want to address
some of those questions. I've had them in mind
for many years and never really thought about it in
depth, putting it all together in a more
comprehensive way.
Back in my real life before retiring, I worked for
30 years for a design house, an architecturalengineering firm. I was never an architect. Never
24
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wanted to be one. I was a detail draftsman. I love
detail. I could take this grandiose design of an
architect, who had no real thought of how his
building design would come together, he just
envisions what it would look like as a finished
structure. But we in the drafting department
would have to take that design and put it on paper
in a way that a contractor could build his design.
Since buildings don't just fall together, you must
put a structure in place in order to put the
building’s materials supported on that structure for
the building to come together the way it would
need to.
Architect of the PLAN
In a way, God has done that. He's the great
Architect, and He's given us the elements of the
major picture, but there's a lot of detail – in-fill
information – that needs to be put in place. That's
what I want to do here.
This is a subject that we ought to understand
because it fulfills or it's illustrated by the meaning
of the Seventh Day. We don't tend to focus on day
seven, to the degree that we ought to, though
there's great meaning in it as well.
An OVERLOOKED Phase
Traditional religion has no idea of this particular
phase of God's Plan. He has a Plan. That Plan is
laid out in very well-described terms. Most of the
major picture we know in generality, but have we
thought it through and pictured in our minds how
this is really going to come about? Because that
Plan is going to work. It's going to happen. It is a
reality. God is going to make it happen. He's told
us in advance what His Plan is, and it involves
certain major design elements.

Those major elements, of course, are represented
in the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles. The
other element is what we call Day Eight or the
Last Great Day. We generally know what those
days involve, what their meaning is. But, there's
an essential event in between those two
illustrations that we need to also factor in to our
thinking.

going to be set in positions of rulership, some in
the civil branch, some in the religious branch.
Now to chapter 20 verse 6. These are some of the
things that we know, and we know them well.
"Blessed and holy is he that has part in the first
resurrection: on such the second death has no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years." Our future assignment is going to be
lengthy, and perhaps even longer than we might
realize.

In this chapter, I want to present “some things that
are old, some things that are new, some things that
are borrowed, and hopefully none that are blue”.
The meaning of this day and what it illustrates is
very profound when we think about it.

1st Peter 2:5-9. "You also, as lively stones, are
built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ." Then down to verse 9. "But you are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a peculiar people; that you should show
forth the praises of him who has called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light."

Traditional religion has no idea. They've got a
whole different picture in mind. In Daniel 12:10
we have a piece of the information. It applies to
this time more than ever, and as years go on even
more so. It says, "Many shall be purified, and
made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do
wickedly… business as usual… "and none of the
wicked will understand; but the wise shall
understand."

Ain’t OVER When it’s Over!
The seventh day pictures the end of the millennial
age. Have you ever thought about how the
millennium will end? We know it will. We also
know there's something beyond. We know there's
an event that will occur at the end of the thousand
years where Satan is released. But how will the
millennium end? How will the millennial generation end? Will God cause the extinction of all
people who lived during the millennium before the
Last Great Day? Personally, I don't believe so. I
find that thought disturbing, and I can't think of
any scripture that would support such an idea.
However, there IS one that would suggest
otherwise. We'll go there as we get further along.

Government by God and His People
In the world to come, we know that there is going
to be a merged religious and civil government.
There won't be separation of Church and State like
there is in some parts of the world today,
particularly our country. Not all countries are that
way. Religion and government will be merged in
God's Kingdom. You can't merge them well in
today's society because of several factors, one of
which is the fact that religion is false, most of it.
Then again, when you think about our society,
when you think about our governmental
institutions, our teaching institutions, science and
theology, much of it is false as well. You can't put
the two together in this world and expect a good
result, but in the world to come it will yield a good
result.

Will the final generation of the millennium end
before the Last Great Day? Think about it. That's
going to involve a lot of people. The millennial
population is going to be rather large when you
think about it, even though it begins with a greatly
reduced population. We can read many passages
that show that the world's population is going to
be drastically reduced in the Great Tribulation.
And during the 1000 years there will be a
controlled population growth, but there's going to
be a lot of people who live during the millennial
age. Will God end the millennial generation before

Let's look at a few places that tell us about that.
Revelation 1:6 for example: We know who this is
talking about. It says, "He has made us kings and
priests unto God and His Father, to him be glory
and dominion for ever and ever." God's elect are
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He raises those multiple billions in the ‘Second
Resurrection era’, the Last Great Day?

living conditions, better sanitary conditions, and
such.

My personal feeling is that He will not, that there
will be some overlap of the final millennial
generation with those who will be raised after the
end of the millennium. There's a reason for
believing that there will be an overlapping. We'll
get to the evidence of that shortly.

It's not a stretch to think that the people who live
during the millennial age are going to live long,
healthy lives. Why wouldn't they? They're going
to be living in a society that knows the right
answers to health issues. It's going to be a society
where people are living properly, as they ought to,
eating properly, living by the health laws that God
has established. It's not a stretch to think that
people will live to be as much as 100 years old.
Not everyone, necessarily, but it may be
commonplace. We have people today who are
known to live that long. There's a passage of
scripture in the Psalms that shows achieving the
age of 70 was a remarkable feat back in David’s
day. Many of us have passed that mark already in
good health.

What happens to those who live during the
millennium and come to the end of that age?
There is a scripture that we've used for another
purpose, but I want to look at it again. It's found in
Isaiah 65. You've heard this verse before. We've
always tended to consider this verse in the context
of the Last Great Day, but it reveals something
more than that. It's verse 20, where it says, "There
shall be no more an infant of days, nor an old man
that has not filled his days; for the child shall die
a hundred years old, but the sinner being a
hundred years old shall be accursed." We’ve
tended to use that particular passage to define how
long the Second Resurrection era will be. The
Second Resurrection era is what we call the Eighth
Day or the Last Great Day or the White Throne
Judgment. Those are the many terms we use to
describe what will be the Great post-millennial
age.

It gives us a glimpse, but what's important about
this particular verse is that it shows that those
people will live and die relatively normal lives.
What about the final generation? The millennial
age is going to come to its final generation sooner
or later. If the average generation is 25 years,
which would suggest that couples in their mid-20s
begin to have families, there could be as many as
40 generations that live during the millennial age.
What I want us to focus on is generation 40. What
happens to that final generation in the millennial
age? There will be a large population. There
could be 10 or 15 or possibly 20 billion people
alive in the final years of the millennial age. What
happens to them? How do we transition from that
era into the next? And we know that there will be
a huge population alive at that time, by the number
that Satan will be able to deceive out of those
living at that time. 26

Achieving Great Age
This passage talks about a child as opposed to a
sinner. Many of us have considered the child to
be a child of God as opposed to the sinner, but it
suggests living to the century mark. It also
suggests that they're BOTH going to die. I pose to
you that not only might it apply to the age beyond,
but it also describes the living conditions in the
millennial age. One hundred years will represent
at least a maximum, or perhaps something
commonplace at that time. It almost is the
optimum even in our generation. When that was
written, it was startling because the average
lifespan then was about half that.
It was
considered extraordinary to attain a greater age
than seventy! 25 People today live a lot longer
because of medical advances and because of better

The GREAT Transition
That's the title of this chapter. I call it "The
GREAT Transition" because there will be one. It
will happen. Somehow, the millennial age is going
to be terminated, and a separate, distinct era is
going to occur right after it. Will those who live in
26
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Revelation 20:8. A small percentage will be a vast
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the final generation of the millennium overlap
with those who are raised in the Second
Resurrection? I find that to be a very intriguing
question, because it would be very impactful, not
only to them, but to those who come up, who are
to be introduced into a preexisting society that has
already been living the right way for a thousand
years. They will have a good handle on the right
way to live. But, will it include all of them?

raised, or at least one full generation. (Other than
this one verse, we have no indication of how long
the Second Resurrection era will be!)
No More Children at Some Point!?
We also have to think about those children that are
born late in the last generation of the millennial
age. When will they have a chance to complete
their lives and have their opportunity for
salvation? If they live on over, then we have an
obvious answer that they will experience their
opportunity, the same opportunity that those who
are raised in the Second Resurrection will have.

Now, if someone were resurrected and placed in a
society like in today's world, what would we
expect of them? They'd probably be caught up in
the mood of the time. They would probably be
infected by the evil thinking that permeates our
society. They would probably have no better
chance at becoming converted than anyone.
They'd revert right back, it would seem, to their
former lives. That's the important difference
between the end of the millennial age, and the
beginning of the next age. After the millennial
age, when people are raised, they are going to be
introduced to a society that's already been living
the right way.

In Mark 12:25 we're given a little glimpse into this
question. Like I’ve said, Christ has laid out some
things for us, but He hasn't necessarily given us all
the details. This is an interesting narrative. We
have to think about who He's speaking to and what
they thought, because He's somewhat answering
their ideas as much as providing us with this piece
of pertinent information. I'm going to start with
Mark 12:18: "Then come unto him the Sadducees,
which say there is no resurrection; and they asked
him, saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us that if a
man's brother die, and leave his wife behind, and
leave no children, that his brother should take his
wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. Now
there were seven brethren: and the first took a
wife, and dying left no seed. And the second took
her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the
third likewise. And the seven had her, and left no
seed: last of all the woman died also. In the
resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose
wife shall she be of them? For the seven had her
to wife."

Overlapping Generations?
Will the millennial age and those raised in the
Second Resurrection overlap in any way? My
feeling is that there will be some point in time
when the final generation in the millennium will
end as far as bringing forth children, that those
alive at the time will live on and complete their
allotted lifetimes among those who come up in the
second resurrection. Those who come up in the
second resurrection aren't destined to die again.
That was the problem with this verse in Isaiah 65,
because our take on it (applying it to the Last
Great Day) created a problem for us! I've had this
issue with the Doctrinal Committee with UCG,
and it reflects back to our Worldwide
understanding as well, where this verse says that
those people will live and will die. And from that
we deduced that those who come up in the Second
Resurrection will die again and then have to be
raised yet again for Judgment. My feeling is that,
no, they'll remain alive and stand for Final
Judgment still in their resurrected state, and that
point in time might be up to a century after they're

Here's the key. Here’s what we need to
understand. I think we do understand this. I'm not
relating something new. Verse 24. "And Jesus
answered and said unto them, Do you not therefore err, because you know not the scriptures,"
He's telling us that this information is contained in
their scriptures, "…neither the power of God? For
when they shall rise from the dead, they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the
angels which are in heaven." What He's telling us
is that in the resurrection there will be no more
procreation. Now, we know that. We tend to think
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of this verse in the context of the First
Resurrection, but wouldn't it also be true of the
second?

season." Have we recognized the significance of
that word "must be"? He must be released. He
must be loosed a little season. Just for a short
while. Why?

"When they shall rise from the dead, they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the
angels which are in heaven." Who was He
speaking to? He was speaking to people who had
a general understanding that there would be a
resurrection, not necessarily with the understanding that we have of there being more than
one, but He makes that essential point that there is
a point in time, especially as it affects those
resurrected, that there will be no more
childbearing. There will be no more marital
relations at that time! People are going to be
given into a different life regimen, where they're
not going to be involved so much with family
situations where there are complications and
where there are life stresses.

Down to verse 7. This we know too. "And when
the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be
loosed out of his prison, and he shall go out to
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters
of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whom is the sand
of the sea." Some think Satan is to be released
back into society to give people spiritual trials, to
deceive them and to reintroduce the same cultural
climate, the same societal situation as we see
today in this world. The scripture says, no, the
reason for his release is to gather people together
into an army and to do what it says in verse 9.
"And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and
compassed the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them."

A Full Measure of Devotion
That situation is fine for now. Marriage has its
value now. It's supposed to be now. We learn
lessons from our marriages and family. But in the
age when the resurrection occurs, God wants a
direct relationship with each and every one of
those people, un-distracted, so that they can
pursue salvation fully focused and as un-distracted
as it can possibly be.

Before the Second Resurrection?
Satan is going to be reintroduced to the society of
that time, and we know that it's the last generation
of the millennial era, which will be HUGE! Satan
is going to have an interaction with that last generation, and what he is going to do is to deceive
certain ones among them, gathering them together
into an army, intending to besiege the World
Capitol at Jerusalem, which it calls the Camp of
the Saints.

Satan is Restrained “Temporarily”
There's another factor. Again, something we know
well, but I want to shape what we know into a
comprehensive picture and maybe fill-in some of
the little detail areas. It's seen in Revelation 20:1.
We know what it says already. This is an
important phase. Granted, this occurs at the
beginning of the millennial age, but it carries on
through. "And I saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the
dragon,… (and certainly his demons with him),
"…that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan,
and bound him a thousand years, and cast him
into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations
no more, till the thousand years should be
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little

Now, the Saints of the First Resurrection, those
who were made Spirit-beings at that point in time,
are going to generally be dispersed throughout the
world, ruling over 10 cities, over 5 cities, over
whatever rewards they're given. They're not going
to be all concentrated in Jerusalem. The Camp of
the Saints includes those people who are
converted, who are Elders at that time, though still
physical. These will be people who COULD BE
conquered! Many are going to be there in the
Headquarter City. Satan is going to have the
intention of conquering Jerusalem and taking over
the world. He's going to be very desperate to do so
because that's his absolute last chance to do
anything. He wants the god-like control that he's
always coveted and never was able to attain.
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An Essential Function!

THE “Perpetual” Lake of Fire?

When you think about what he will do at that time,
what Satan is going to do is to extract from the
millennial society those people who aren’t really
converted, those who can be deceived, those who
had their opportunity for conversion but who
spurned it. They just didn't care enough. They
didn't really want it. They were happy with the
lives they had. They were casual about it. They
remained lackadaisical. They didn't care to apply
themselves. That’s the element that Satan is going
to be used by God to extract from that final
generation so that when the Second Resurrection
occurs, these resurrected people are going to come
into a society that has been purified of its
rebellious or resentful-of-God contingent.

We see that at the end of the Last Great Day, that
Lake of Fire is still going to be in existence. This
physical phenomenon is going to exist on the
Earth for more than a thousand years, a thousand
years plus a generation. I've heard others speculate on this. (This is something borrowed, I'll say.)
I've heard others speculate, wondering if the Lake
of Fire might be a tourist attraction in the
millennial age. It's going to be there, unless God
extinguishes it and then restores it. ... I'm inclined
to think it's going to be there. Could it be? Do
you think it'll be a tourist attraction? Do you think
that tourist attraction will be haunted by the
demons that inspired the Beast and the False
Prophet? The world is going to know about all of
this at that time. They won't have to only read
about it. Just a thought. I don't see it as being too
far out to suggest such a thing. So could it be?

Does that make any sense? Satan is to be released
for just a little while. He is going to deceive those
who can be deceived. He is going to amass them
into an army that is going to surround World
Headquarters, and God is going to ‘devour’ them,
it says, with fire. Problem solved!! Now those
people who come up in the second resurrection
who were exposed to a Satanic society before,
either from the society around them or who were
personally affected, they're going to come up into
a world where that negative factor is no longer
present!

The world will have a physical illustration of the
penalty of sin then and there, because that
generation, the whole millennial generation and
the age beyond it, that is going to have their
chance. There'll be no chance for them beyond
that. Whatever they do in pursuit of conversion is
going to have to be genuine. Otherwise, they face
extinction in the same Lake of Fire at the Final
Sentencing event of the “Great Day”.
Those who live in the millennial age will know
only peace and prosperity. They'll know nothing
of our evil age. There’s a reference in Jeremiah
33:6. It says, "Behold, I will bring it health and
cure, and I will cure them, and will reveal unto
them the abundance of peace and truth." That
certainly describes the millennial age. Proper
health.
Living God's ways.
It will yield
prosperity and truth to the full.

Absolute FINAL Defeat
Verse 10. "And the devil that deceived them was
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet had been cast … at the
beginning of the millennium … and shall be
tormented day and night for ever and ever."
Where is that said? In the previous chapter,
Revelation 19:20 we read. "And the beast was
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them
that had received the mark of the beast, and them
that worshiped his image. These both were cast
alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone."

Imagine what society would be like if we didn't
have the burden of defense spending or the
massive wealth drain of war: the destruction, the
disruption of all of the economies of the world.
War is expensive. When the Beast Power says,
"Who is able to make war with him?" it suggests
that there's going to be a major economic upheaval
at that point in time where nobody can afford to go
to war anymore, against him.

That event happens before the thousand years.
Satan and his demons are going to be cast into the
same Lake of Fire a thousand years later.
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Imagine what it would be like when the economy
is run properly, when all the wealth doesn't flow to
one percent of the world's population, when the
economic production is spread equitably, when
there is no more war, when there isn't the massive
population decreases that occur in war, the
massive loss of life and property, when there isn't
that happening anymore. Imagine what it would
be like, because that’s that age. The millennial age.

We create our own problems, our own resistances
to God's way. There will be an element within that
society that is, let's call it, if I can use that term,
Laodicean: Lukewarm: Casual. They’ll take a
casual approach. People who aren’t appropriately
zealous.
WHEN Does Laodicea End?
I spoke some time ago about the seven church
eras, and I posed in that message that we tend to
think the seven eras are going to be ended with the
Second Coming. Most of the world, most of the
Protestant religions who believe in the Church
Eras idea, think the same, that at Christ's return the
Church is going to become passé, that the
Laodiceans end the eras.

Those people will know a world like that. That's
all they'll know. After the first generation, the
current situation, the current economy, the current
religious systems that we have, the educational
systems, those are going to fade from memory.
All of the things that were false are going to fade
from people's memory. The latter generations
won't know of any such thing, unless they read
about it somewhere, but they'll have no real
conception, not having experienced it.

My feeling is that the same attitudes, the same
approach, the same problems that we read of with
regard to the Laodicean Era will carry on into the
millennial age. There will be a Church of God in
the millennial age. It will have a spiritual
structure. It will be administered by the Spirit-born
Saints of God, and it will have converted physical
Elders who are ordained and who serve His
congregations not all that differently than now.
There will be a Church of God in the millennial
age, and it will have, at least, the human problem
of being lukewarm about things that matter.

An Environment for Deception?
But the millenniums will know only peace and
prosperity, so you can see how Satan could impact
them. He's going to be doing things that are new
to them, nothing like they've ever heard or seen
before. We tend to think in the millennium that
everyone will become converted. It'll be so easy.
It will be the easiest time, really, when you think
about it. Yes. Satan will not be there. Everything
is going fabulously well. Everyone is prospering.
Everyone has all they need. Everyone knows the
truth. "The truth will be out there like the waters
cover the sea," it says. 27 People won't go around
needing to evangelize one another, saying, "Know
the Lord." "They will all know me," it says. People
are going to know God. They're going to know a
great deal of His Plan. They're going to know
where the Lake of Fire was, if it's not still there.

Gently Down the Stream
People then, as now, will tend to ‘go with the
flow’. It'll be so easy to float along, just like in
this society. It's so easy for our young people to
go with the flow. Whatever the majority are doing,
that's it for them. That's the way they go. Well, in
the millennial age it'll be similar. There will be
those who are zealous, those dedicated to what
they are being given, just as in the Church of God
today. Think about our experience of the past 20
or 30 years. How many supposedly ‘called’ people
were just ‘going with the flow’ but who weren't
really into it. They weren't applying themselves.
Look what happened. For whatever reason, they
found justification to wander away and no longer
be interested. It won't be that different in the
millennium in that respect. There will be people
who are Laodicean in type at least. They're going
to be casual about their calling. They're not going

Wouldn't everyone become converted at that point
in time? We would think so. But there's the human
factor, you see. It isn't just Satan. We have our
carnal selves as well. Anyone living in this age,
anyone called in this age, understands that. We
have ourselves to overcome as well. We're our
own Satan at times. Does anyone disagree?
27
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to be zealous as they ought to be, as God wants of
them.

You see, when the bridegroom partakes of the cup,
He accepts those who have agreed to be part of
His Bride. That reverts back to an old Jewish
custom, the formal marriage proposal custom. His
disciples understood that. There are places where
they wrote about it, showing that they understood
that. (This was covered in another message given
at another time.) Just as a point, there is a point in
time – that's the point I want to make – there is a
point in time when the Bride opportunity period is
brought to a close, and that’s when He will partake
of that Cup with them in the Kingdom. But after
that, those who are called and those who are
converted are going to be of the children of Christ
and His Bride. Their status is not going to be as
high in the Family structure. They won't have
overcome as much. They won't have been the ones
who were martyred. They won't have been the
ones who had to slug it out through life as many of
us have, with Satan's trials and with every
imaginable difficulty in life.

There'll also be another element. We don't think
about this, but, like in today's society, there will be
a few who resent being imposed upon by God.
They will resent the demands being put upon them
by their opportunity for conversion because it's
going to cramp their style. There are going to be
people who hate God. They won't be obvious,
necessarily, not to us, but that's what Satan's
release is for, to take out of the millennial society
those people whose attitudes would be detrimental
to those coming up in the Second Resurrection.
Picture this. Those coming up in the Second
Resurrection are going to have their past
experiences still burned into their minds. If they
came up and interfaced with people who resented
God, who had all kinds of ‘issues’, who weren't
converted, what would it do? It would reinforce
their reactions and make it that much more
difficult for them to repent and change and
become members of God's Family. It would
negatively affect and seriously hinder that
opportunity being offered them.

It's going to be a different world in the
millennium, and it's going to be much easier. God
is going to restrain Satan from the millennial age,
and from the Last Great Day as well, but He also
needs to restrain the interface between those who
resent God still living in that final millennial
generation from those that are going to be raised
up. Does that make sense? It does to me. You can
call that speculation. You can call it deduction. I
would agree. It is. However, it IS going to work
somehow. There is a reason why Satan is to be reinjected back into the final generation of the
millennial age, though briefly. Satan's release from
prison is going to mark the end of the millennial
age, but there's a greater age to follow.

A Positive Environment
God wants to make it as easy as possible for the
next generation of His Family – the generation
beyond this generation – to make it. Now, some
have objected to that and they said, "No, no. You
must be subjected to Satan's trials in order to
develop perfect Righteous Character." Well, that's
true of our age, but our age is to be awarded a
higher reward. Those who come from this age are
to be part of the Bride of Christ. There is a point in
time when that opportunity to be part of the Bride
is cut off. Remember that point where Christ said
to His disciples, at His final Passover, he says, "I
will not drink of this cup until I drink it anew with
you in the kingdom"? When we understand the
symbology of drinking of that cup, it represents a
betrothal, a marriage proposal. Christ offered that
cup to His disciples first, and they were the first to
be included in the Bride contingent, but He left
that period open. That period is still open
presently, but it has a definite ‘cut-off date’.

Into the Last Great Day
There is going to be a Great Transition. God's Plan
is going to move from the thousand years into an
even greater day, and that's why it's called a Great
Day, where those who have ever lived are going to
rise up and be given the opportunity that they
never had. Those who did have an opportunity
prior to that time are going to remain asleep in
their graves until the sentencing event that comes
at the end. There's basically three opportunity
periods for conversion. We know of them. There's
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the present age with its situations; There is the
world to come, which we call the millennium;
Then there's that brief period beyond the world to
come, which we know as the Second Resurrection
era, also called the Great White Throne Judgment.

kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters." If this judgment were for
condemnation, why would he be telling those
people to worship God? Get the point? This is not
a condemnation situation. This opens a period of
evaluation. Those people are going to enter into an
evaluative period of judgment, just as God's
people – those He is calling – are in today.

Where Judgment Has Begun
We're told that judgment today is on the household
of God. (1st Peter 4:17), another familiar passage.
You see, Peter recognized this too. He wanted
people to understand that we are presently in a
judgment period. "For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it
first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God?" Those that are being
called are being judged, not judged in the sense of
being condemned, but judged in the sense of being
evaluated. All judgment involves a period of
evaluation, even in the modern court system,
which is referred to as the ‘evidentiary phase’.
There's a period of evaluation where the evidence
is heard, and then there is the ‘sentencing phase’
where a sentence is imposed appropriate to that
evidence. It's no different with God. We are being
judged now, and that in this sense is evaluation.

Saints to Judge the World!
1st Corinthians 6:3 is insightful as well. This is
another little piece of in-fill detail. This is an
example where there were some judgment calls
necessary in the congregation. Paul says in verse
1, "Dare any of you, having another matter
against another, go to law before the unjust, and
not before the saints? Don't you know that the
saints shall judge the world? And if the world
shall be judged by you, are you unworthy to judge
the smallest matters?" We are going to be world
judges. We should now be honing our senses of
discernment, as it says in Hebrews chapter 6, that
we should be evaluating matters in the situations
that we're in. We are going to judge the world.

Those who survive on into the millennium, we can
read of them in Revelation 20:12. John writes, "I
saw the dead, small and great, stand before God;
and the books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works."
That judgment is going to extend on beyond into
another age. It's not just that age. There's going to
be another age when people are going to be
evaluated, much as we are. In Revelation 14 we
see another relevant passage. I like this chapter
for another reason, (but that's addressed in chapter
6). Revelation 14:7. This is where the three angels
are addressing the survivors of the Great
Tribulation, the first generation about to live on
into the millennium.

Continuing in verse 3: "Don't you know that we
shall judge angels?" There's one. "How much
more the things that pertain to this life?" What
does he mean, "judging angels"? How are we
going to judge angels?
Well, this obviously wouldn’t logically be the
fallen angels, because they're already judged.
They're already pre-sentenced. (Jude 6) The
judgment of angels has to be God's angels, judging
not in the sense of condemnation but judging in
the sense of discerning, directing, deciding, telling
them what to do and how to do it.
Our mentality is going to be higher than theirs, if
you can imagine that, to where we are going to
know more about what to do than they do. We're
going to have a better sense than the angels do as
to what’s the right way and how to live it. These
are profound scriptures if we take time to meditate
on them. God has told us a lot about the future.

He says to them, "I saw another angel fly in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth."
They're going to be hearing the everlasting gospel
for the first time. "And to every nation, and
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that there is going to be a restoration of some form
of the Sacrificial System. Whether it's identical to
what was done under the Levitical Order, I don't
know. Keep in mind, the Order of the Priesthood
at that time will be of the Melchizedek Order,
which long- preceded the Levitical Order! I don't
know if it matters. God is going to restore some
form of that system, and it's going to coexist with
what we would consider a New Testament type
system. There are people who will be worshiping
at the Millennial Temple, and there's a proscription against certain individuals, that they can't
come into the Temple environs to worship unless
they’re circumcised either of heart or of foreskin. 28

Babylon IS Fallen!
Those first years of the millennium, as far as we're
concerned, will be dealing with those who had
some WCG familiarity. Picture that. As time goes
on, the former Babylonian religious systems also
will fade from people's memories. Those later
generations will know nothing of that stuff. Those
people who are converted at that time are going to
have a very different outlook on life. They won't
have the memories of bad experiences. They won't
have had the trials. You can see from that how it
could be easy for that society to not take spiritual
matters as seriously as they ought to.
A Shocking Development
When Satan is released, it will shock everyone in
the realization of their Laodicean condition. It's
going to be so easy to be lax in that society.
Everyone's going to know most everything.
They're going to know all the truths that they need
to know. But there's something more to it than just
intellectual understanding. One’s calling needs to
be pursued with purpose. God wants more people
in His Family. Today we're a pitiful few, really,
when you think about the world population. We
are so few, and yet we're going to be the CORE of
the Administration of those greater ages. Not only
in the millennial age, but God's Saints are going to
be the leaders in the post-millennial age as well:
the Last Great Day, the Second Resurrection Era.

People will have to at least be worshiping under
one approach or the other, but the Millennial
Sacrificial System is going to function much as it
did in the Old Testament era. Paul explained the
reason for that, though not all understand it. It
was to bring those people into a mental orientation
where they could come to Christ. (Gal. 3:23-24)
There are so many effective illustrations in those
physical rituals that taught important spiritual
lessons. Those people that are the tough nuts, the
difficult cases, are going to have to be reoriented
in their thinking through the Ceremonial System
until such time that their minds can accept what
God is offering them, and when they do achieve
that state they will revert over to what is more like
the New Testament system.

Honed to a Real Proficiency!

God’s Model Nation

We're going to do so with a thousand years of
experience under our belt, because we're going to
have some difficult cases to deal with. It'll be a
tough generation that comes up. Think about the
people that have lived in inner cities. Think about
the people that lived in past ages who never knew
the right way, who all they knew was war and
killing and thefts, who never knew that there was a
real God or a right God, who worshiped everything imaginable. There's going to be some tough
cases. How's God going to deal with them? How
are we going to deal with them?

God gave those rituals, those ceremonies, that
sacrificial system, to ancient Israel for a purpose.
God is going to use Israel to teach in the world
tomorrow, physical Israel as well. They are going
to be the examples that the world looks to. People
are going to lay hold on the sleeves of the
garments of certain people and say, "You're Jews.
You're with God. We want to follow you. We
want you to teach us." 29 They're going to get
much of the picture from having experienced the
Sacrificial System. It's not for everyone. It's for
those who need to have their minds reoriented to

Those of you who are familiar with the last twelve
chapters of the Book of Ezekiel realize – and this
is particularly evident in Ezekiel 44 – will realize

28
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Ezekiel 44:4-9
Zechariah 8:22-23

the point where they can come to Christ. Not all
will be able from the start.

have opened your graves, O my people, and
brought you up out of your graves, and shall put
my spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will
place you in your own land: then shall you know
that I the Lord have spoken it, and have performed
it, says the Lord."

That's another reason why He's not going to have
marital situations in the second resurrection, to
give people as clear a path, as uncomplicated a
situation as they can possibly have, to where they
can focus their attention on their relationship with
Him, because it's their last chance. It may be their
first, but it's also their last. At the end of that age
mankind awaits a Final Sentencing. That's more
the subject of a Last Great Day message, but they
have to make it. This is their only chance, and God
will have provided them with the best possible
environment imaginable for conversion.

God is going to raise these people and give them
His Spirit, perhaps unrequested, but I don't think
they'll be non-receptive either. They'll be so glad
to be alive again. They'll be so glad to know and
understand what they were doing back then and
what importance it had for their future. The
Sacrificial System did not produce conversion or
salvation. None of those works that they did
absolved their sins, not really. It pictured it, it
pictured that there was a need to do something
about it, but it didn't do it. The blood of bulls and
goats didn't take away sin, yet it taught them
important spiritual lessons, and those lessons are
going to be key then. When He gives them His
Spirit, it's all going to become so clear to them,
and He's going to use those people to teach the rest
of their generation who come up in the Second
Resurrection.

He's also given them the most potent educational
system to be able to do so. We tend to think of the
Second Resurrection people in the sense of our
society, but think of other societies. Think of the
murderous groups that have been around. Think of
something we can relate to, a criminal gang kind
of mentality or a hardened criminal. What does it
take to turn those persons into a compliant, spiritborn Saint of God? What about those raised in
pagan religions who don’t have a clue of HOW to
repent?

We're going to transition from the millennial age,
this age which is pictured by the seventh day of
the Feast. We're going to transition over into a
totally new age. The millennium is going to begin
with a drastically reduced population base.
Population growth will be controlled and
sustainable, though possibly rising into the
billions. When you project a population growth
without wars factoring in, there might be as many
as 20 billion in the final generation of the
millennium. People will live out their normal
lifetimes and die, as we do presently. There might
be as many as 40 distinct separate generations in
that time span, if 25 years is a reasonable generation length from the time of birth to the time when
they are producing their own families.

It's going to require some drastic action. It's not
just a casual waltz. Nor is it just knowledge. They
can know all they want to know, but if they don't
respond in the right way, if they don't accept God's
Spirit, if they don't use God's Spirit to live and to
develop the character of Christ in themselves,
what good is knowledge? It has no use at all.
We’re going to be the Elders in the world to come.
We need to be preparing for that now.
After the Transition
Another important event is going to happen. We
read of that in Ezekiel 37, where the nations of
Israel are going to be raised. They're going to be
given God's Spirit. He says that in Ezekiel 37:13.
He doesn't say that they asked for it necessarily,
because He is going to use those people. Having
had the experience of the Old Covenant Sacrificial
System, they will already have that in their background. He says he's going to do something here.
"And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I

A Comprehensive Recap
At some point in time, the final millennial generation is going to lose the ability to procreate. There
won't be infants born during the Last Great Day.
That's not the time for that. It isn’t explained how
it's going to happen, but God can certainly shut off
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that capability towards the end to where there
aren’t newborns in the millennium’s last few
years.

and answer and receive their appropriate sentences. God is going to separate whom He refers to
as ‘the sheep from the goats’. They're going to
come up together. (Those who didn't hear, who
weren't called up in the Second Resurrection, will
be raised in the Third Resurrection to stand with
the others for final sentencing.)

Satan will be released to gather the malcontents
from among the final millennial generation. He's
going to draw them out of society for God’s
purpose. World headquarters in Jerusalem will be
besieged. You can read of that in Ezekiel 38 and
Revelation 20:9. That was presented earlier. Satan
will experience an ultimate and final defeat. His
physical army will be devoured by fire, and his
demons, with him, will be cast out to where they
can no longer have any interactions with
humanity. They’ll be destroyed in the Lake of
Fire, as it says.

Revelation 14 talks about two distinct – if you can
call it – operations. One is the White Cloud
Harvest, where Christ passes His sickle into the
world population before Him at that time and
reaps those destined for His Family. Those that
aren't reaped in that manner are left to two angels,
for the rest to be thrown into what is called the
Grapes of Wrath winepress. He's going to have
those angels reap those people for extinction in the
Lake of Fire.

That accomplished, the Second Resurrection will
then take place, raising those who hear the call to
be resurrected – that particular qualifier applies to
the Second Resurrection era, not the third – for
them to have the opportunity that this life never
provided them. The final generation of the
millennium will die-out within the Second
Resurrection Era. As it says in Hebrews 9:27, "It's
appointed unto all men once to die, but after this
the judgment." Those that live in the millennium
will also experience a ‘first’ death. That's what
Isaiah 65:20 tells us. The child or the wicked
person will die even if they live to 100 years,
much like now. It won’t be that different.

We Should Have the Picture
God has given us so much detail about that age,
about what is coming, about His Plan to call
everyone who has ever lived to have an
opportunity for eternal life, to be a part of His
Family, to be born literally of the Spirit, to
become a Spirit-Being capable of living on
through eternity. We couldn't do that in our
physical form. If in this life we would never
endure. When we read of the world to come, how
it's going to be composed, obviously it's not a
material world anything like what we know.

Those who are resurrected will live out their
generation. How many years that is we can't say
specifically, but they will live on to stand in the
Final Sentencing Event. They're going to remain
alive. People who are raised in the Second Resurrection won't have health issues. They'll have
sufficiently perfect physical bodies to where they
can continue to live without the aspect of health
problems or death from whatever cause. They're
going to remain alive to the final end.

So there’ll be what we could rightfully call a Great
Transition. How it's all going to shake together is
in part for us to figure out, to fill in the details. We
know the major elements. How the minor items
come together, it's anyone's guess, at this point.
I hope this chapter has given you a picture that
works, that hopefully can provide food for thought
that maybe can structure our thinking on these
matters. The seventh Day of Tabernacles,
represents the end of the millennial age, and we
look forward into that day when the rest will be
raised to have their opportunity. I hope this
proves helpful in our understanding of the events
as they will play out in the future.


Sheep From the Goats
Everyone who is to be judged (this time
sentenced) in the Final Judgment will be alive
physically to stand before God for an accounting.
God is not going to sentence anyone to the Lake of
Fire who is unconscious. They're going to stand

====================================
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Chapter Nine



First Corinthians 6 makes a startling statement regarding something the Early Church
apparently understood: The fact that the Saints would ‘Judge Angels’ at some point
in the future. What does that revelation teach us about that time?

Following a recent Feast of Tabernacles Day 7 30
message, I was reminded of a teaching presented in
an early WCG booklet regarding this profound
phenomenon. That booklet (though the pertinent
statement appears to be removed in later versions)
indicated that this reference is in regard to the future
repentance of at least some of the ‘fallen angels’
(demons) and that the Saints would be directly
involved in such a determination process.

in the church. 32
[5] I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a
wise man among you? no, not one that shall be able
to judge between his brethren?
[6] But brother goeth to law with brother, and that
before the unbelievers.
[7] Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you,
because ye go to law one with another. Why do ye
not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer
yourselves to be defrauded?
[8] Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your
brethren.
[9] Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not
inherit the kingdom of God?

While it is clear that we will be involved in such
discernment activities, just what is the actual nature
of those activities and which angels are involved?
While there are few verses to enlighten us on this
matter, one particular verse which raises this awareness is found in 1st Corinthians 6:3.

Comments on this passage: In this narrative, the
sense conveyed is more supportive of an evaluative
or determinative involvement. It speaks not of
condemning either claimant, but rather making fair
and reasonable decisions in cases where such
disputes need unbiased external resolution.

1st Corinthians 6
“Know ye not that we shall judge 31 angels?
how much more things that pertain to this life?”
Considering this statement by itself, we are left to
assume the nature of that ‘judgment’. But when we
take into account the contextual setting of Paul’s
statement, we have some indication of just what
will be involved.
[v. 3]

Do such disagreements exist among the spirit
world? How much free moral agency are angels
allowed? Do they all like each other equally, or is
there a quality among them similar to what we
humans exhibit at times? Are they all equally
proficient? Does the level of or quality of
‘judgment’ to be applied toward angels fall within
this definition, that being evaluation and just
resolution, not to assignment to destruction?

Context: [Verse 1] “Dare any of you, having a
matter against another, go to law before the unjust,
and not before the saints?
[2] Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the
world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are
ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
[3] Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how
much more things that pertain to this life?
[4] If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to
this life, set them to judge who are least esteemed

A Subtle Distinction
Not only are we told for certain which angels are
being identified in 1st Corinthians 6:3, but also one
word, ‘judgment’, is unfortunately used to cover
both the examination of evidence (the evaluative
phase) and actual sentencing. People who fail to
factor-in these distinctions can easily draw a faulty
conclusion as to just which is meant.
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A transcript of this message is provided in the preceding
chapter, titled: “The GREAT Transition”.
31

32

Judge here is Strong’s #2919, as opposed to #2920 which
is used in other places that speak of the fallen angels’ state.

An article “Have We Lost Our First Love?” addresses this
important function, which OUGHT to be encouraged.
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Regarding the original Greek words, Strong’s
#2919 conveys a sense of discernment, where
#2920 is oriented more to a sentencing situation.

[4] For if God spared not the angels that sinned,
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into
chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;
[5] And spared not the old world, but saved Noah
the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;
[6] And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow,
making them an ensample unto those that after
should live ungodly;
[7] And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy
conversation of the wicked:
[8] (For that righteous man dwelling among them,
in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from
day to day with their unlawful deeds;)
[9] The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out
of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished:

Let’s keep in mind the ‘judging of angels’ statement is not associated with or placed in the contexts
of Jude 6 or 2nd Peter 2:4. The idea can be read back
into those passages from 1st Corinthians 6:3, as
though it is something yet needing to be done as it
regards the ‘fallen’ angels. However, the following
references speak as though their fate is already
determined by God, long before any Saint came onscene, thus their ultimate fate doesn’t require the
involvement of the Saints at any future time.
Sentencing to their destruction is not where the
Saints are to ‘weigh-in’ as it involves the angels in
question that we read of in 1st Corinthians 6.
Speaking of Them Directly

Comments: Chains of darkness represents what
situation? When did these chains get applied, and
does that effectively restrict their ‘activities’? Does
their current restraint impose an irreversible
condition to their becoming ‘enlightened’? If it was
not ongoing restraint, then it must speak to their
eventual fate having already been determined and
decreed, though at present, not yet effected.

Where the initial reference speaks of the activities
of Saints in the Kingdom, the following verses
speak to the pre-determined fate of those angels
which rebelled against God anciently, when they
exercised their free will to follow Satan. 33
Considering 2nd Peter 2
[verse 4] “For if God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered
them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment;..” (Strong’s #2920) [Which judgment?
Which hell? 34 ]

Referring to their damnation being a certainty, why
would we interject any idea of their repentance and
restoration to a righteous state? The Sodom and
Gomorrah reference doesn’t suggest a period of
opportunity to determine any other eventuality than
all of them being totally consumed in fire. And, at
what event would that angelic ‘judgment’
(sentencing in that case) take place?

Context: [verse 1] “But there were false prophets
also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction. [And who inspires these falsehoods?]
[2] And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil
spoken of.
[3] And through covetousness shall they with
feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and
their damnation slumbereth not.

Jude Weighs-In.
[Jude:6] “And the angels which kept not their first
estate, but left their own habitation, he hath
reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto
the judgment of the great day.” (Strong’s #2920)
Context: [v. 4] “For there are certain men crept in
unawares, who were before of old ordained to this
condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of
our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
[5] I will therefore put you in remembrance, though
ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward
destroyed them that believed not.

33

Revelation 12:3-4 speaks to the involvement of one-third of
the angels who ‘followed’ Satan becoming demons.
34

Here the word for hell is Tartarus, which indicates a place
of restraint. This word used only in this place is unique.
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(the second resurrection era – the time of evaluation
of those people who never were given a chance for
salvation) or is it that Day of Final Sentencing when
the sheep-from-the-goats are separated-out from
among one another for their just individual destiny
assignments?

[6] And the angels which kept not their first estate,
but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in
everlasting chains under darkness unto the
judgment of the great day.
[7] Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities
about them in like manner, giving themselves over
to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.
[8] Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the
flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities.
[9] Yet Michael the archangel, when contending
with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses,
durst not bring against him a railing accusation,
but said, The Lord rebuke thee.
[10] But these speak evil of those things which they
know not: but what they know naturally, as brute
beasts, in those things they corrupt themselves.”

From the “Satan’s release” narrative in Revelation
20, it would suggest that the “last day” for them
would be the time of Satan being thrown into the
Lake of Fire, just after the millennium. If the
demons are not included in this fate at the same
time, would they then remain out-and-about
functioning on their own all through the postmillennial (second resurrection) generation though
with Satan permanently GONE? And, if the angels’
sin is not fully attributable to themselves, if there is
a chance that they will repent, then why would they
seemingly be pre-assigned to destruction?

Comments: Their destruction is reserved. This
passage also explains they have a specific destiny
reserved for them, whose fate is pre-determined.
These angels, who kept not their first estate, became
established in their fate apparently before humanity
was created. The comparison here is made with evil
men, who will ultimately suffer a similar fate as
these reprobate angels.

Wickedness by Degree?
It has been noted that the angelic world, the ‘fallen
ones’ at least, are not of equal demeanor. The tale
in Luke 11:26, speaks of a demon being cast out of
a man who doesn’t follow through by receiving the
Holy Spirit to fill his spiritual void. Speaking of the
expelled spirit it says, “Then goeth he, and taketh to
him seven other spirits more wicked than himself;
and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state
of that man is worse than the first.”

By contextual reflection, there’s no suggestion of
any opportunity for repentance on the part of these
corrupt men. Isn’t their situation due in large part
to demonic influences? If no such reversal of
situation will be afforded these men, then why
would we imagine there would be a do-over for the
rebellious Satan-following angels who have been
corrupted for more than 6000 years? Was there
EVER a rebellious angel who ‘saw the light’ and
came back into God’s good graces? They certainly
‘know of the Lord’ more vividly than we mortals
do. (James 2:19) They at one time were in His very
presence! They observed the Creation process! 35

In this example, the demon cast out realizes that his
former host remains devoid of resistance to repossession, and persuades companion demons to
move back in with him. The point is that some
demons are more wicked than others. Would it not
then be logical to suggest that certain righteous
angels might be more righteous or more diligent in
service than others? 36
There are ranks within the angelic realm. Might
those positions be based on competence? Might it
be these righteous angels that the Saints are to make
‘judgments’ upon (evaluating and directing), once
they are functioning with Christ in positions of
rulership in the “Kingdom” setting?


Which “Last Day”?
This passage also tells us that their assigned fate
will be realized at the ‘judgment of the last day’.
When is that? Is this referring to the generationlong period of time known as the Last Great Day,
35

Job 38:6-7 Speaking of the Creation of Earth: “Whereupon
are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner
stone thereof; When the morning stars sang together, and all
the sons of God shouted for joy?”

36

Hebrews 1:14 Speaking of His angels: “Are they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?
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Chapter Ten



That Impending Event which evokes Great Apprehension among a majority of People
remains generally misunderstood even among Main Stream Christians.
When will the dreaded “Final Judgment” actually take place?
(Based on a Message Presented at the Christian Church of God, Grand junction, CO on January 21, 2017 )

appearance. It’s for each to be assigned our due
‘reward’ for our situations, whether to commendation or to condemnation. 38

Though the Christian message is represented as a
message of great hope, the vast majorities of
humans who have ever lived, seem to be facing a
situation that to them appears anything but
hopeful. Even the children of Israel, who had the
religion of God available to them in their
lifetimes, went to their graves lamenting their
hopeless condition, seemingly cut off from the
blessed condition they once had envisioned for
themselves and their nation. We can read this
expressed in places such as Ezekiel 37:11-14.

Apprehension as to the Outcome
While the usual regard for such an appearance is
to receive punishment, this second reference in
2nd Corinthians 5 makes clear that those who are
to be judged positively are also to stand before
Christ.
But, when will this event happen?

Even non-religious people today carry in their
mind a subliminal apprehension of some form of
punishment that awaits them after their death.
Those who don’t believe that there is any kind of
‘afterlife’ often can’t fully dismiss the idea that
there might still be repercussions for their life
choices.

If you were to ask the typical religious person, he
would likely answer that this occurs after the time
of ones’ decease. That would reflect the common
belief system that people ‘go to heaven’ (or hell)
at death. It would be very strange to many to
hear that there is to be some Judgment event at a
much later date, yet we are told that such
Judgment IS reserved until a later time. In fact, at
a MUCH later time!

But what is curious is how few ‘believers’ really
understand the dynamic of Judgment as it applies
to all of humanity.

In 2nd Peter 2 we read: “For if God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell,
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment; (then what of us?) …
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the
day of judgment to be punished:” (Verses 4 & 9)
In this passage, we can see that such Judgments,
though the person’s sentence is pre-determined
earlier, are not imposed until a particular point in
time.

We have to wonder why that is.
ALL Stand in Judgment
It is well known that we all must appear before
the Judgment Seat of Christ, in order to receive
due recompense for the things done in our
lifetimes. That fact is clearly stated in a number
of places, most notably Romans 14:10, 37 while
2nd Corinthians 5:10 adds a reason for such an

38

“Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent,
we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the
things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.” 2nd. Cor. 5:9-10.

37

“… for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So
then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
Rom. 14:10-12
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Why haven’t people noticed? Why have they not
questioned?

Jude 6 adds to the realization that Judgment (the
actual event) is to occur at a particular time. 39 It
is not an ongoing process as we die as far as the
imposition of the appropriate personal sentence is
concerned.

Where the Resurrection Factors-In
Then we are faced with another consideration: the
only resurrection in the pre-millennial age
(another clear Biblical teaching that is not well
understood) is to occur with the Second Coming,
and involves the Righteous only! What happens
with all the rest?

Like with these rebelling angels, a person’s
destiny may be determined by the end of their
lifetime, but the actual imposition of their
sentence is ‘reserved’ until one designated time.
The time of Judgment, also called “the Judgment
of the Great Day”.

Revelation 20:5 is explicit in explaining that these
referred to as ‘the rest of the dead’ remain in their
graves (unaware of the passing of time) until
some point in time after the millennium. 42 So
their time of Judgment must occur more than
1000 years after the Second Coming. Does your
denomination
teach
this?
It’s
not
inconsequential.

WHEN is that “Great Day”?
When this event is is something that most churchgoers are woefully under-informed about. The
actual Plan of God as it regards the imposition of
a Sentence (whether a good one or bad) is
obscured by the common belief system of the
‘immortal soul’ and each individual being
consigned either to heaven or hell at the time of
their death.

But then, there’s another curious consideration
that emerges from this picture.
It is the
awareness that there will be BOTH righteous and
unrighteous peoples raised together at that time of
“Judgment” that we realize is to be THE Final
Sentencing Event.

No, what actually happens is that the deceased go
to their graves unconscious, remaining in that
state until they are resurrected. 40 The event of
being Sentenced to ones’ appropriate Destiny is
to occur only after that General Resurrection
where all people are raised back to life. 41 No one
will be sentenced while dead and unconscious.
As Romans 14:10 makes clear, these awaiting
sentence will STAND (alive and conscious)
before Christ’s Judgment Seat and will
cognitively answer for their situation.

With ALL of the Righteous (to the point in time
of the Second Coming and the Last Trump)
resurrected (or changed while alive) into their
Spirit-form bodies, made immortal at that
moment, then where do these ‘other’ Righteous
people come from who rise in the subsequent
resurrection more than ten centuries later? At the
Final Sentencing Event we see the righteous and
wicked raised together, needing to be separated
out from among one another, before being
assigned to different destinies!

That picture bears no resemblance to the typical
teachings of what is regarded as the Christian
religion!

Both Paul and Christ address this consideration.
Paul in 1st Corinthians 15 & 1st Thessalonians
4:16-17, and Christ in Matthew 25:31-46. 43

39

“And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left
their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness unto the judgment of the great day” Jude 6

42

“But the rest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection.”
This prior event is called the first
resurrection, leaving it clear that there will be another, a
second general resurrection.

40

The article: “What Happens at Death?” and the booklet
“Death’s Dark Door” explains what Scripture reveals
about the state of being of those who have died.
41

The converted Saints are shown to be exempt from this
final event in that they are raised from the dead directly to
their Spirit-body existence at the moment of Christ’s
Second Coming. Places such as Rev. 20:6 and John 5:24
reveal this predetermination.

43

1st Corinthians 15:51-54 “Behold, I shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
(continued lower left of page 47.)
…
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Where Paul explains the first resurrection, Christ
presents a scene that is vastly different. He
presents another resurrection involving a
contingent of additional righteous peoples!
Where do they come from? Just WHEN do they
attain converted status?

(More than that: the Doctrines of Christ!) It is the
rare churchgoer who has a comprehensive grasp
of these elements in God’s Plan for His creation.
Any Final Sentencing event (the Judgment) must
first involve a resurrection.
As to the Righteous in this age, Paul explains that
IF there is no resurrection, we are of all people in
a most miserable situation. 45 That should make
it abundantly clear that deceased Saints ‘souls’
are not presently in a blissful conscious state
“ever with the Lord” up in heaven. From this, we
can see that even these – whose Destiny is certain
– await their resurrection (in this case the first) in
order to receive their ‘Eternal Reward’!

Why Such a Delay?
Just the fact of there being a delay in sentencing
of all but those first resurrected should alert the
discerning Bible student to considerations that
have long escaped traditional Christian denominations. Why would it not be logical to assign
each and every individual to their Just Destinies
just as their individual lives end? For what
reason is this event ‘reserved’ to a particular
‘day’ and time, a time when ALL are to be raised
up and then sentenced together?

Based on that, it shouldn’t be difficult to realize
that the unconverted (I didn’t say ‘wicked’ at this
point) are similarly assigned their own resurrection event. Knowing that only the Righteous
are included in the first resurrection, the rest of
humanity must be assigned to the one that is
identified in Revelation 20:5 as occurring after
the 1000-year Millennial Age is completed.

To understand why sentencing of the vast
majority of humanity – all who have ever lived –
is reserved (deferred) to a particular “end” time,
requires that we set aside the structured
traditional belief system of “heaven & hell” being
each person’s immediate and perpetual destiny.
With it, the idea that the “immortal soul” remains
ever-conscious. The New Testament makes it
clear that death is a sleep-like state, 44 and that
those in their graves remain unconscious until the
time when they are raised back to life.

What we haven’t considered to this point is
whether or not this ‘after the millennium’
resurrection is the one that provides the rest that
“Great Day” sentencing situation.
The simple fact of there being a sheep-from-thegoats separation situation would exclude such an
idea in that there would be no “sheep” in that
latter contingent, unless there was a time of
opportunity after the Second Coming for
additional peoples to become converted. This is a
profound consideration that also has been
dismissed on a broader scale, as it confounds the
preferred belief system.

Resurrections are Essential!
Hebrews 6 explains that the resurrections from
the dead and eternal judgment are two of the six
fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith.
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory.” Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of
his glory: And before him shall be gathered all nations:
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divideth his sheep from the goats: And he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left….”

ONLY Day of Salvation?
Where it’s the prevailing opinion that this present
age is the only day of salvation, the very fact of
additional “sheep” being separated from among
all those resurrected after the millennium
suggests otherwise. The startling realization is
that people will live out normal lifetimes during
the millennium and will, within that timeframe,
also have an opportunity for salvation. This will

44

Daniel 12:2; 1st Corinthians 15:18 & 51; Ecclesiastes
9:5-6.
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47

1st Corinthians 15:17-19.

be that “whosoever wills” period of time spoken
of by Christ in John 7:37 and Revelation 22:17.
(The condition in the “Last Great Day”)

rightfully be applied.
remains: When?

But the question still

The particular meaning of “judgment” in those
places where it’s used must be correctly
recognized if we are to come to a right
conclusion. Is it speaking of evaluation or of
sentencing? Places like 1st Peter 4:17 48 and
Revelation 14:7 49 make reference to an
evaluative period, not one of condemnation.

What hasn’t received adequate notice is the clear
distinction spoken of earlier by Christ. His
statement a chapter earlier (John 6:44) explains
that there is a limited ‘calling’ necessary for any
person to be drawn to Him. 46 It requires being
personally drawn of the Father, and responding
individuals are reserved to experience a later
resurrection at the end of this age. (A different
‘last day’ in this case.). But then, in chapter 7,
the opportunity to come to Christ appears to be
wide open to all! Anyone can then respond if
they so choose, 47 providing only that they will to.

The statement by the Apostle Peter shows that the
Church is being evaluated separately at this time,
not necessarily involving those not called
presently. John in Revelation 14 shows that the
angels who are addressing the survivors of the
Great Tribulation – the founding generation of the
Millennial Age – announce when the rest of
living humanity will then come under the same
evaluative judgment as the Church had been in
the age before the Second Coming. Why would
the angel at that time instruct them to fear and
worship God properly if that was the time of their
imminent sentencing to destruction?
What
possible advantage would such true worship have
for already condemned persons?

These verses seem to be describing two distinctly
different situations. And, in fact they DO!
Seasons of Opportunity
What traditional Christianity has overlooked (or
has deliberately set aside) is the Plan of Salvation
as it’s revealed in the Biblical Holy Days. You
see, the John 6:44 statement was made in the
context of the Spring Holy Day season. John
7:37 was related a season later, in the fall. John 6
was in a Passover / Days of Unleavened Bread
season (v. 6:4) but the seemingly contradictory
statement was made in the context of the fall
Holy Days, in particular, the Day following the
seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles. (v. 7:2)

It should be apparent at this point that the various
traditional denominations have missed significant
things in this regard.
Holy Days are NOT Irrelevant

It is important to recognize the distinction, as this
is crucial to understanding when the “Final
Judgment” of all of humanity is to occur.

It would be relevant at this point to mention that
the Holy Days that the pre-Christian worshippers
and the Early New Testament Church recognized
and observed reveal a greater Plan of Salvation
than is acknowledged among traditional
Christianity. The spring set of Holy Days deals
with the essential considerations of Personal
Salvation. (Passover, the Days of Unleavened

Evaluation Before Sentencing
It is also essential to recognize that “judgment”
involves two phases. First is the Evaluation
phase, where people are monitored as to their
actions and attitudes, but their final situation isn’t
established until the end of their lives. Once their
evaluation is complete, then a Just Sentence can

48

“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” 1st Pet. 4:17.
49

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come:
and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea,
and the fountains of waters.” Rev. 14:6-7.
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“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.”
John 6:44.
47

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink.” John 7:37

48

World

Bread and Pentecost) while the fall set deals with
World Salvation. (Trumpets, Atonement, the
Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day).

Sal

be among those raised in the post-millennial
resurrection. They will remain asleep in their
graves awaiting the sentencing resurrection.

Taking note of these days and what they help us
understand is a great tool to identify the sequence
and reason for certain events, not the least being:
the question of when is Final Judgment?

Satan to be BOUND!
And, it would be important to realize that during
the millennial age and during the Last Great Day
it will be with Satan and his demons restrained,
unable to influence society. Revelation 20:1-3 &
7-10 explains this rather clearly.

But it’s that “Last Great Day”, the eighth day of
the fall Festival season, mentioned in Leviticus
23:39 and John 7:37 that is central to our
understanding of exactly when the Final
Sentencing Event will take place. This eighth day
has proven enigmatic in the Christian, Messianic
and Judaic worlds.

That leaves it obvious that there I to be yet
another resurrection which fulfills the event
Christ spoke of in Matthew 25:31-46. With the
post-millennial being one that involves those as
yet unconverted individuals, and not those who
lived and died during the millennium, we are
forced to realize that there’s yet one more Great
General Resurrection where uncountable billions
are all to arise from their graves together! Some
thereafter declared to be spiritual “sheep” and
others not. “Goats will be their designation.

No JUST Sentence without OPPORTUNITY
It is recognized among those who have come to
understand what God’s Holy days reveal, that
there is yet to be a period of opportunity afforded
to all those who died in past ages. That
opportunity period is to be afforded to all those
who are referred to as “the rest of the dead”,
which we read of in Revelation 20:5 That
ongoing period of opportunity is extended to
those who never had a chance in their first
lifetimes. No sentence could rightfully and justly
be imposed on them if they were never called or
never even knew the Truth of God.

The Final Sentencing Event
This all-inclusive assembly for Final Sentencing
is to be so vast that physical heaven and earth are
to be spread back to allow space for them all.
Revelation 20:11-14 presents this scene: “And I
saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it,
from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.
And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and
the (resurrected) dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according
to their works. And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up
the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works. And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This
is the second death.” (So, for this to be a second
death, the persons involved must have died once
and have been raised to life once again!)

While the 1000 years represented by the sevenday Feast of Tabernacles provides opportunity to
those who live in that age, a similar period of
opportunity will be afforded to “the rest of the
dead”. Those who died prior to the Second
Coming, who hadn’t truly had any opportunity
and who had not rejected becoming converted in
their first lifetimes.
Those who did receive God’s Holy Spirit and
who “made shipwreck of themselves” 50 will not
50

“Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some
having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck:..”
1st Tim. 1:19 “For if we sin willfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more
sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the
adversaries”. Heb. 10:26-27

So this “Day” too is bracketed by resurrections.
It begins with one and ends with another.
49

That final resurrection will raise ALL of the
remaining dead (those who died during the
millennium, and those who had rejected their
opportunity for salvation in the ages before the
Second Coming). ALL will stand physically
alive together AT THAT TIME for Final
Sentencing.

been provided their individual opportunity period
for salvation. At such point in time when no
further ripening of the Harvest of Humanity is to
happen, when all who will ever repent and
become converted have done so, it will then be
the time for the second Harvest of Saints to be
brought into the Family of God, and for the
remaining incorrigibly un-repentant ones to
experience their second and just final Death.

As Christ said, He will separate His Sheep from
the Goats, assigning the Sheep to inclusion into
the Family of God as ever-living Spirit Beings as
had been experienced by all those raised in the
First resurrection. (Except their status in the
Family will be as “children” of Christ and His
Bride, not given the special status that His Bride
is to enjoy. 51 )

Obviously, in order to correctly identify a ‘second
death’, there must have been a first death, and a
resurrection afterward, for all to stand for Final
Sentencing.

===================================
In Summary:

This “Last Great Day” opens with an extended
period of opportunity, and after those generations
has had sufficient time to pursue salvation, it will
end with the Sentencing Event! That is the
Judgment of the Great Day, spoken of in Jude 6.

We should now know with clarity what the
resurrection of Saints will involve, the one which
occurs at the Second coming of Christ. These
specially Called-Out Ones are suddenly raised
immortal, bypassing the Final Judgment Event, as
Christ explained. (Jn. 5:24 and Rev. 20:6) Some
relatively few are awarded eternal LIFE in this
lifetime before the actual Final Judgment Event,
though they await the resurrection in order to
receive it.

Where it is the positions of some that this Final
Sentencing resurrection involves the “wicked
only”, we must factor-in the descriptions of this
scene as related in Matthew 25 and Revelation
14:14-20.
The White Cloud Harvest

The Saints instead experience what might be
likened more to a Rewards Ceremony shortly after
their resurrection (or their living flesh-to-Spirit
change) as explained in Chapter 5 of this booklet.

Designated angels are clearly presented as being
the final harvesters (reapers) in places such as
Matthew 13:39. Revelation 14:14-20 presents a
comprehensive picture of the Final Sentencing
Event. We see Christ first reaping His final
contingent of Saints, He then leaves the scene,
turning His back on those destined for Wrath in
the Second Death. Two designated angels then
justly reap the wicked into “the Winepress of
God’s Wrath”. This graphic scene is very
reminiscent of the sheep-from-the-goats prophecy
discussed earlier.

The White Throne Judgment era begins after the
Second Coming, at which time those who live
during the millennium will begin their evaluative
phase of Judgment, like the Called-Out Ones (the
ecclesia) are experiencing today. That evaluative
period extends on beyond the millennium to
include those raised in the second resurrection.
But it’s the White Cloud Harvest event, described
so graphically in Revelation 14 that is the Final
Sentencing of ALL who ever lived. The Second
Death follows for those not harvested for His
Family from among them, after the converted are
reaped by the sickle wielded by the Son of Man

This largely overlooked passage pictures the
actual event of Final Sentencing, the Judgment at
the End that’s the matter of interest here.
It occurs after all who have ever lived have each

This will be the Judgment of the Great Day!
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Rev. 22:17 “And the Spirit and the Bride say,
“Come!”… spoken to those being called thereafter.

=====================  ===================
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