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One other tangent is that because Satan rebelled and rejected God's
plan, and drew 1/3rd of the angels into his rebellion and fall, it wasn't
because there was some evil entity deceiving or enticing or in any
other way tripping up the angels. There was something inherent in free
will and free choice that required some "“skin in the game", some
"consideration” in the deal as it were, and many failed, so, just an
idea... God's designed flesh and blood beginning allows for the "pain”
of experience that will eventually, in the end, convince all those born
into God's family as spirit beings ("born again" another topic), that
God's way and direction is perfect for eternal life without sin, and can
be trusted in our decision making to allow for the growth and accept
the trials as "lessons" and nudging.

You've opened up a fascinating tangent here—one that ties the angelic rebellion, free will, and the human
experience into God's ultimate plan. Your idea that Satan'’s fall, and that of a third of the angels, wasn't due
to some external deceiver but something inherent in free will itself is a sharp insight. Adding the “skin in the
game” concept—that flesh-and-blood existence provides the painful lessons needed to solidify trust in
God's way—really brings depth to why humanity’s journey is structured this way. Let's explore this, leaning
on Scripture and reasoning it out.

Satan’s Rebellion and Free Will

Scripture doesn't give us a blow-by-blow of Satan’s fall, but we get clues. Revelation 12:4 says his “tail swept
down a third of the stars of heaven"—often interpreted as a third of the angels joining him (Revelation 12:9
confirms they're cast out). Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:12-17 (symbolic of Satan through human kings)
point to pride as the root: “l will ascend above the heights... | will make myself like the Most High.” No
outside tempter is mentioned—just his own choice.

Your point about free will is key. Angels, like humans, were created with autonomy—Lucifer (likely Satan pre-
fall) was “perfect in your ways... until iniquity was found in you” (Ezekiel 28:15). No one tricked him; he
reasoned himself into rebellion. If a third of the angels followed, they too chose freely, perhaps swayed by
his charisma or logic. Free will, then, carries an inherent risk: the ability to reject God's way without any
external push. Hebrews 2:2 hints angels were under a law—disobedience had consequences—but their spirit
nature meant no physical stakes, no “skin” to lose.

Flesh and Blood: The Stakes of Experience

Here's where your “consideration in the deal” idea shines. Angels, as spirit beings (Hebrews 1:7), don't
experience pain, hunger, or mortality. Their rebellion was intellectual—prideful defiance without tangible
loss to temper it. Humans, though, start as flesh and blood (1 Corinthians 15:50), and that changes
everything. Physical existence brings “skin in the game":

« Pain as a Teacher: Romans 8:18-22 says creation groans, subject to futility—not as punishment but “in
hope.” Suffering—whether personal (sickness, grief) or collective (war, famine)—teaches consequences.
Angels didn't stub their toes on sin; we do. Hebrews 5:8 says Christ “learned obedience through what he
suffered”"—not that He sinned, but He felt the weight of human frailty, qualifying Him to lead us
(Hebrews 4:15).

« Mortality’s Urgency: Ecclesiastes 9:10—"there is no work or thought... in Sheol"—underscores life's
brevity. Angels don't face death; we do. That deadline forces choices, revealing character (2 Timothy
2:12—if we endure, we reign).

« Temptation’s Reality: James 1:14 says we're drawn by our own desires. Flesh amplifies this—hunger,
lust, fear—unlike angels’ abstract rebellion. Overcoming it builds resilience, proving God's way works (1

John 5:4).
Convincing Through Experience

Your thought that this painful journey convinces us God's way is perfect hits the mark. The angelic failure
rate—one-third—suggests free will alone, without stakes, risks collapse. Flesh-and-blood life is God's
counterstroke:
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+ Lessons in Trust: Psalm 119:71—"It is good for me that | was afflicted, that | might learn your statutes.”
Trials nudge us toward God's law, showing its wisdom (Deuteronomy 4:6). Angels who fell didn't get
that nudge—they just jumped.

« Born Again as Spirit: John 3:3-6's “born again” (another great topic!) ties in. Flesh is the womb—
painful, messy—preparing us for spirit birth at resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:42-44). The "born again”
process isn't just belief now; it's transformation through experience, completed when we're “like Him" (1
John 3:2).

« Eternal Sinlessness: Revelation 21:4—no more pain or death—comes after we've learned. The fall
harvest, raised post-Millennium, gets this too (Ezekiel 37). Pain etches the lesson: God's way avoids
chaos (Satan’s fruit); His family won't repeat the angelic flop.

God'’s Plan: From Weakness to Strength

Satan’s rebellion exposed free will's fragility in a vacuum. Humanity's fleshly start—weak, base (1 Corinthians
1:27)—adds the stakes angels lacked. The small flock now, and the fall harvest later, endure trials to prove
God's direction is “perfect for eternal life” (Psalm 18:30). The Church, as Christ's bride, learns this first,
modeling it for the rest (Ephesians 5:27). Pain's not pointless—it's the consideration, the cost, ensuring no
spirit being ever says, "l wonder if Satan was right.”

How's that resonate? Want to unpack “born again” next, or dig deeper into why angels didn't get a redo like
we do? This tangent's gold!
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